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Abstract

This article aims to examine the political ideas of Niccolo Machiavelli
through his seminal work, “The Prince,” which serves as a foundation for
pragmatic political philosophy that emphasizes power maintenance and state
stability in volatile environments. Machiavelli's key concepts include the
separation of morality from politics, arguing that leaders should prioritize
outcomes and state security over ethical principles. Additionally, he proposes
that instilling fear among the populace is more effective than gaining their
love, as fear ensures greater stability for the state. Machiavelli's ideas reflect
a strategic rather than moralistic approach to power, highlighting the
importance of maintaining a leader's image to enhance credibility and
effectively govern the people. This study analyzes the impact of Machiavelli's
theories on contemporary politics, including crisis management, media-driven
image-building, and leadership strategies for power preservation. While his
ideas have been criticized for their ethical implications, they remain
fundamental to understanding power dynamics and political mechanisms in
modern governance. Therefore, this article aims to present Machiavelli's
theories as essential tools for comprehending state power structures and how
leaders can adapt to complex political situations to retain authority. His
insights continue to shape political strategies and remain highly relevant in
contemporary political discourse.

Keywords: Machiavelli; Political Ideas; Domination
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