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Abstract

Objectives of this research article were: 1. To examine the significance
of local wisdom in grassroots economic development through agrotourism,
and 2. To propose development guidelines for grassroots economies driven
by local wisdom-based agrotourism. The study adopted mixed-methods
research design, combining quantitative and qualitative approaches. The
quantitative research and data were collected through questionnaires from
362 samples who were residents in Ban Na Sub-District, selected using
stratified random sampling based on proportional allocation. The
questionnaire’s reliability was confirmed with Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of
0.812. Statistical analysis included frequency, percentage, mean and standard
deviation. The qualitative research, data were gathered from 30 key
informants, purposefully selected through in-depth, semi-structured
interviews, and analyzed using interpretive content analysis.

The findings revealed that: 1. The significance of local wisdom in
grassroots economic development through agrotourism comprised local
identity, the intergenerational transmission of knowledge, and integrated
farming systems, and 2. Development through local wisdom-based
agrotourism supported the enhancement of community self-reliance,
encouraged financial discipline among low-income populations, and
promoted the application of the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy for

sustainable  debt management. Local wisdom-based agrotourism
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encompassed four core dimensions: agricultural tourism resources;
agrotourism services; agrotourism activities; and the integration of indigenous
knowledge into tourism practices. The proposed development guidelines
emphasized local agricultural knowledge, cultural identity, and the traditional
ways of life of local farmers, which contributed to long-term community
collaboration and sustainable development.

Keywords: Grassroots Economic Development; Local Wisdom; Agro-Tourism;
Nakhon Nayok Province
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