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Abstract

This academic article aimed to propose a conceptual framework for political
participation based on ethical consciousness by explaining and extending the meaning of
political participation beyond the exercise of rights or expressions of political power toward
participation grounded in values, ethics, and responsibility for society as a whole. The article
employed a review and synthesis of concepts in political science, consciousness, and ethics
to develop an integrated theoretical framework. Political participation based on ethical
consciousness can be explained through six key dimensions of consciousness: 1. consciousness
of responsibility for public consequences; 2. consciousness of the legitimacy of participatory

processes; 3. consciousness of respect for human dignity and political differences; 4. consciousness
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of intellectual integrity in political participation; 5. consciousness of linking personal interests
with the public interest; and 6. consciousness of restraint in the use of moral authority to
dominate others. This framework reflects an approach to political participation that
emphasizes the ethical quality of political behavior rather than merely the level or quantity
of participation. Integrating consciousness and ethics into political participation is an important
condition for strengthening the legitimacy, trust, and sustainability of democratic sovernance,
particularly in contemporary democratic societies facing political conflict, declining trust in
institutions, and challenges arising from political communication in the digital environment.
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