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Abstract

This research article aims to study the evolution of Singapore’ s main opposition parties
- Barisan Sosialis, the Workers’ Party, and the Singapore Democratic Party. It compares key
characteristics of these three parties using Robert Dahl’s classic framework, drawing on
documentary research.

The finding shows that the three parties share certain similarities, especially internal
rifts and restrict political landscape. However, their developmental trajectories differ

significantly. Barisan Sosialis evolved from being a major competitor to the ruling People’s
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Action Party (PAP) to becoming a defunct political party. The Workers’ Party, by contrast,
experienced repeated failures in its early elections but has since risen to become the first-tier
of opposition party in Singapore. The Singapore Democratic Party was initially a rapidly
successful party but has failed to secure any parliamentary seat for nearly three decades. This
divergent evolution suggests that maintaining a responsible and loyal opposition stance, while
persuading both the government and voters of the importance of opposition parties, is crucial
for political survival within Singapore’s one-party—-dominant system.

Keywords: Singapore, Opposition Parties, Barisan Sosialis, Workers’ Party, Singapore Democratic
Party
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W.A. 2506 wABRNTyAun1UsIVUTINBE1aninaIngguIa (Chan, 1976) wsildaiuinslaigng
Tumsidenseadadnunlude.a 1968/m.6. 2511 Wiiﬂm‘%éﬁ’uism%saalé’ﬂé’qu'mﬂﬁamﬁﬂm%ﬁa 9 3
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AIAUANYY Wsiﬂm'%ei’j’uism%sJéaﬁé'ﬂwmwiuagjﬁﬂﬁa‘ﬁ'ﬂ&?qmﬁﬂil,l,aw%mﬁﬂmsasmL‘fluisw
(Chan, 1976) uanainiuuda nssavssulededadslianudda fuisnssumenisdieddu q
uenwieanmsdendafissedafien Wy mssusdlissrrundeutnaualunsasssrud
Seuthimanitusssd ae. 1962/m.6. 2505 5. e wiseuidulededanensiuseitvine
4 Usgnns e 1. iensusnooulauenaniauuazindsisdaseiivszneuseaniussanniadouay
awelus 2. iledaassunauszrsulnefidessvuiiavieenideadends 3. ileasreszuuiasugia
flasggaies fadesnmuazidusssy s90ds 4. 1flovasusanUszvvuynmynan (The Straits
Times, 1961) uay 6. gvseans duraudnoss nesauidulsdedaldi 3 grseansndnunld
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nssAusanunedstulul a.a 1957/w.a. 2500 lnsindn unfuead efnyvuunsAuLsn
yosdualUsfidesmsainsgrunsideslunistuindeugnisvanuenanneraniaussngy saufadleda
Huilunsadredninanazanududasylifuann1mussnu (Chan, 1976) 1nsuvadidSuidonda
duandndsanilunsidendstenda.a 1961/m.a. 2504 udldaroonanwssaluidouunsiam
A.A. 1963/N.A. 2506 Lﬁaqmﬂmméﬁ’ﬂLLé’J’qmsﬂuﬁaqﬂ'ﬁlfﬁ"]ﬁ'mﬁuauﬁuﬁ%’gu'n,aLb‘?isJ (Mutalib, 2004)
wsseussuldldiniuionssalag wetuusiuun nsestelul ae. 1971/m.e. 2514 flath wuaniy
wenseidmnduiiniuiiaes U e 1981/m.a 2524 lwenseiiumurnisidenionluaioudy
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laudanuasUsusuy miqﬂﬁ@ﬁwéiﬂﬁﬁﬁmmilﬁaﬂé’?ﬂ sunalauNesanaraie (Barr, 2003) Tui
A.A. 2001/.¢1. 2504 Tai i ssd T usndssumisfinssaussnuIuian wesaussuaing
a9 1 Inglunsidendeialul e 2011/n.a. 2550 wsspussuaifesuglunis
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msdeansuazmsuImMsianisniglunssa Wunsdiunfuvadliaoonainnsselul 1963/m.a. 2506
2. Mautstu wesausanulillfvensuusenivirinsnsidesuuunssasiunssadieridenisudedu
gnmuaudte mnuilduiufuaraidlonianudisslumadendsliituiaies denisadouas
daania3osianensfivesnssa nssussAnIdssednduszfounuuuny madidangusinvgh
athasialos iamﬁqmiaiim{{aﬁmﬁaﬂé’?ﬂﬁﬁﬂigi’amiﬁﬂmaa@L?J'EJMLLazﬁmmmL%aﬁa (Ong &
Tim, 2014) 3. i Wssmmmuléf%’mwwﬁmeﬁuﬁmaaﬁaLaﬂugmzwaiﬂﬁwaﬁwuﬁ%’uﬁm%’wau
wazsinfidedne (Responsible and Loyal Opposition) (38831 4. AuuAnsslanwuranIsUIuen
fhaudnuay gairusENTuINeImsTALsIURgAimsTdinssndulvgfidemeduiie Faunnsing
Mnnssanailesdug luigant dnvazidulszmsrevemssausIuAensianngudivung
fLfurutunssnu (Mutalib, 2008) 5. Whvane Tusssuygatuiagtiuremssanssnussyii wase
fidmang 4 Uszms Ae 1. ilogAnsienUlsunazuaanpaUssloniannussny 2. iledadon
lnenAveNyd 3. ileaiisnnuindisunislonadmiunn q yanalunsiamuiazaiig
aufvthegadusUuuuuasiudasslngliasifinavsuesidu uay 4. ilosulsziumiuiatenia
madleriluynAvnssuaisisae Tudimsmeiausssmadeninigldinseungng (Workers’
Party, n.d.) 6. gnsmIans AInNIANYINUI NTALTIUTgNsAIEanSTnauHaILLAT AN YA
Tunmssaumsatvayuaingiansidends Ussnoudemsadeuidefio msaseauanival
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nssauszu15Unddenlus (Singapore Democratic Party)

nssrlszrsingdenluiienstulufoudonau e 1980/m.a. 2523 Taoidoudng ofnag
Lsasgudsoukasnuiendny Wee 4 Taau wssausensdnddenlusarunsoasnslseifenans
madledlédnsa iledevdnsmuzidendalslualunesundes wasnaeaduadnisaniannssa
dredruaud 2 vesdealuf lumaidendsaiafnund e 1988/m.a.2531 Wendnservuzdondsls
Snaily nsauserBndasnlusimiuganudisageaalunindendsiilud e 1991/m. 2534
Tawannsoaifidslussaniluld 3 Adwindoudag vadenos uandealdidy auusstuanu
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wssAdeAundnuesdsalusunuingsausesnu (Mutalib, 2004) gadsudAyeanssaiaain
Anudawdenieludumglidendnsaieonaintull 1996/n.e. 2539 wssauszusinddenlusnelad
guarufimssanulmidumarluniadonded 1997/n.a. 2500 Tavgadeidafuimun uasusiay
neneuiaUAsuuUamesaidosuinssaussrsiindaenluitling iy udendesnan udaud
U A 1991/n.6. 2534

uaNINTULE? JULUUREAnYurd Ay TemIIAsrEUngAsalU SR
n3pUNTIATIZv0a Dahl (1966) Idmudssidiuriadedadalud 1. aruadafvionnuimiew
Judnununielussdng nsvaenuadiadsazeuldmisuduneludodutadod dnyfiviali
nssaUszrstnddsalufidounas Wulddnannisgadedvaieualussanilul aa 1997/
w.A. 2540 (Mutalib, 2004) 2. Msutadu Tunsudedunisnisidios wssadszuBinddanlusaindis
Aanwsnlusganidsalusladnsalul aa 1984/w.a. 2527 saenisunausulauienig o a1y
sLEUUNSANY MadendiusysuBuRnasneudiseadesin fenuddyAenstlmiu
femudnduresnisiidheauluigani (Mutalib, 2004) nssauszsUnddanlusussgarudnss
Tuaelude.a. 1991/n.a. 2534 Weairfdslussaniluldds 3 Ads Ingluniadondsdand
wssnUsEaBlndaseluidinadonfedidsalufaiiszuunsidesuvasmssaiiodsnuiidnniis
LazATvEUsTUIa uenaniusildiduusaduligmuiniies 3. fiufl wssauszr3dnddenluidn
Msflufiveanssaiiunansszuunsdesuuunssadunssaisrfiasouiinindosdionissnsed
TWdansidonduiuisenuddgyuduresnsinssedisduuaznisdumadenvesUszisu
4. anauansnslani U ensUsuendnud Ny YaiAuveInsIAUsErSnddnlusogidnte
grunsaimeniloauudsauiisaa’ (Social Liberalism) uanaintiuuds wisauszrdindasalus
faillassasranssafinsuiutasdaausulszneuluse augnssunsuimsaiunans (CEC) aundn
seiuunuth aundnihly enanasinsgairesnnuiasunlas aundndnenvu uazandnUngudene
(Singapore Democratic Party, n.d.) 5. Wmang Winunetagiuresnssaussvsdnddsalus Ao
1. Msmdnszuaudulisunnukuy Msduasunannisiazuuniansuuinuudssesdlag
2. afwuszmanAlvdianuiuasaginvtimaassgianigldssuunaiaad 3. duasudanuiidl
FinduasnaTavuiiugruausannvatsuasdunmion naunussuusuduhdionsugstuas
uaglenafivinfisufuvesymanlus uag 4. neudszuunInsadeuuazinmasiung Sulssiu
rnuudassuosmainis AuasesdnSuyvery dvsnadiowazdninuanmsdewewndalls s
ylidoyarnasinadouludseuegaudase lilafuteyadans (Yeo, 2018) 6. gsmans
wssAUszvsIndasalustgvsmanifivarnvaneyfunugimssauazanmnadeniiuasundadly
nelanmathveadondng wssaussrsdnddalusianiiugvsemansiuuaionals (Mauzy & Milne,
2002) dedguandnaniiéiung nssauszaBingdselusBuiianaliudoslumseteuazdudy
gsransidsgnanndetuandsiisiuldnussiuileuedi q (Vauzy & Milne, 2002) uenantiuudy
wysaUszsdnddenluidsldiadoulmuoniganiuuvenssrdnduuazysannauguus g
(Chin, 2015)

FafildFnuninsduaziiiuliin nssaudulndeda wssausenu wasnssaUssuBingdenlus
ﬁgULL‘U‘ULLazé’ﬂwmzﬁ"mﬁauuammﬂmqﬁuiuﬂimﬁuﬁﬁgymﬁﬂiu Audaugenielufotyndny
finssamaidoseduis 3 nssaaeindey dwmalissunssuandnaidiun satuinsnnand
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Inunumeluosdnsfogaunmiosddyomssamadiosedu uonniuud nsanogluaniug
MdsUseulunsudstudendeios nndsrumiiouiinssadiofundyswsuiozdyanan
n94Ad pulvwANA9iY aev U IAINLAMUVDITLUUNI T DILUUNTSAAUNTIALA BT 6 3R9T N7
magnunsiunaldiFessn fenszdunamsfinufvsuendaiinisusufuaseulivosusiasnasn
flimiloudu nadnwidwandiviusiein gaunisainsnaidies ffh uazuiunmensides fe
Hasuddaiivihlinssanisidlosweduie 3 wssallauunnsnaiusgedmaulnsmslulssi

Seamsaianud sndnwalanulaneiy swdadminewasensaans

2AUTIgNANSIY

naAnwdlngfregraduros Mutalib (2008) waz Singh (2017) liidiudn Anudauds
meludutadodfyfivildnssaiefugeutonanidoudnina nsnviiseiiiuredunsdlaes
wssAUsEu s indasalus MAnaudaudsguusanelusudendng fihauusndesateenlul 1996
wazduusiiuswssausyradndaselusflineldfudendgsandnasusiuafidaien udifuuds
Tunsdlvesnssausssn A Mutalib (2004) lsendegnamnudauddugavesniuvaduaziagismi
uilumevdmssansanuildansiennuandafuasdusundeduioaiusiunsaelousnaesn
s13UlT a.a. 2015 Mnlauieidss fihduiiawguicy Soi fihautiogiu Snvs eudeudanielu
Alallddnuazianizremssadoduisaindy Tnevssdud Tan (2020) Tdesu1elidn waseia
Uszmvuesnilianudandinsluguioiu mnuanssassuradnalndanisansluneysivszideu
Forulussiulssmaivihniifiveensiuanududnuiunielunssa uenaniuuds anmuindon
mensidesuuunssalsunssaisfdmaligiiussnelunssaunuldiimadondy uenidean
gousuLazIuumBly

Snuilsussduiignudueniuunaneideandeniesdodoiuisuremssadioduasalus
TusguUNMSElBILUUNTIAMUNTIAREIAD UINTNITUAENaYNS vaesguIa udnwaInaiduau
Ainw1ve9 Mauzy & Milne (2002), Mutalib (2004) wag Singh (2017) INNa1IAININITIUVBINIATANT
F1 il ‘mi'ﬁmaWﬁﬂﬂwsum%uumﬂﬂjLWaﬂsmﬂsmuawaswmmhLUS&JUI@J’JW sduszuung
FondawFemssiiuainisnguune winsdnwededllddodunafmatavosnsnsuwaznagns
ves5gua lnesgurasglfinnsmadunafufiuasnssaineduiiiviniudsninuazasivinfifiu
auflefihuaznssadneduiiviifineulsu Auvunsdluemssanssany Meyaanyuula seunsy
seafnsed wavdneviniiineudsudefguia laideidsddlilaufl osafndulszumainnssaia
Uszvvu 17’1’14s‘]’ﬂé’%’umiaﬂ'ejmmﬂﬁgqmaﬂ%’gmum%‘[ﬁ”z%ﬂmLLazﬁL%auqq (Ng, 2020; Ang, 2024) T4
Tadesasimudisafemaimnssausaueusdonswuuildidundusnlulse hmans
Anangihauneumie s nsndundguinnssumangusieegimiin wufisafu nssade
AMutesiiinainnisidsuulauimannidegniieanuegseauazldunsatuayuannuss vy
wulul a.e. 2011 inssauszesindasnluslsivasunasgmsemansanniiu igmiloussAnsiaun
envudivihfiustinduarlivseiussusugnasamaidiosiidndsussrmunndu (Chin, 2015) ndsan
mi@i’wLﬁuLmeNLLUUmiaz%’mﬁ'ﬁuiﬁﬂisamamﬁwL%ﬂiumiﬁmiiﬂﬂé’uaj%’gamﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂ (Yeong,
2019)
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