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Abstract

This academic article aimed to examine “Decentralization and the Impacts of Local
Administration on State Security.” It explains the concepts, significance, and impacts of

decentralization on state security and proposes policy recommendations for enhancing the
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effectiveness of Thailand’s local administration system. First, decentralization refers to the
process through which the central government transfers authority, functions, and
responsibilities to subordinate agencies or local administrative organizations, enabling them to
make decisions and provide public services in accordance with local contexts, while the
central government assumes a supervisory rather than directive role. Scholars generally agree
that decentralization reduces state centralization, expands opportunities for public
participation in governance, and promotes local autonomy in development. The article also
highlishts conceptual confusion in Thailand regarding the meaning of “power,” which is
sometimes mistakenly associated with sovereign power, although in the context of
decentralization it primarily refers to decision-making authority in administrative operations.
Second, regarding the impacts of local administration on state security, decentralization can
improve the efficiency of public service delivery, enable more appropriate responses to area-
specific problems, and strengthen public trust in the state. However, Thailand continues to
face several constraints, including extensive central government control, excessive
responsibilities accompanied by insufficient resources, incomplete transfer of functions, and
revenues of local administrative organizations falling below established targets. These
limitations constrain local development capacity and may affect long-term state stability.
Finally, the article proposes policy recommendations, including establishing a clear and
continuous decentralization plan, strengthening the capacities of local personnel, developing
independent and transparent accountability mechanisms, and promoting public participation
at every stage of local policymaking. These measures can strengthen local governance, reduce
inequality, and contribute to sustainable state security.

Keywords: Decentralization, Local Administration, State Security
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