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Abstract

This research article aimed to 1. assess the situation and problems surrounding solid
waste management in Ban Pho Subdistrict Municipality; 2. investigate the forms of public
participation in solid waste management; and 3. propose appropriate approaches for
enhancing public participation in waste management within the study area. The study employs
a qualitative research methodology under an interpretive paradigm. Data were collected from
40 key informants through in-depth interviews and analyzed using descriptive analysis in
conjunction with triangulation techniques.

The research findings revealed that: 1. the volume of solid waste in the area has
continuously increased, with the majority consisting of general waste and organic household
garbage. Waste separation at the source remains unsystematic, resulting in a significant
management burden on the local government; 2. public participation occurs at four levels,
namely information receiving, consultation, public hearings, and decision-making. However,
deeper levels of participation remain limited and are largely conducted through community
representatives rather than direct involvement; and 3. appropriate approaches to promote
participation include promoting waste reduction based on the 3R principles, encouraging
source separation, establishingg community-based waste banks, and creating participatory
platforms that enable citizens to engage in planning and rule-setting processes alongside local
authorities. From an analytical perspective, the study highlights a critical gap between

4

“awareness” and “practice,” as well as limitations in participatory mechanisms that do not
sufficiently facilitate genuine shared decision-making. Therefore, sustainable waste
management requires an integrated approach that combines behavioral change based on the
3R principles with the strengthening of participatory empowerment mechanisms.

Keywords: Solid Waste Management, Public Participation, Local Government, Ban Pho Subdistrict
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