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Enhancing Urban Competitiveness through Arts, Food and Music Festivals

Medhas Maglumtong', Montouch Maglumtong® and Querida Khotcharee”

'Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts, Chulalongkorn University, “Institute of Metropolitan Development,

Navamindradhiraj University

Abstract

This article aims to present the analysis of the enhancement of urban competitiveness
through major global cultural festivals, including the Venice Biennale, the Oktoberfest, and
the Tomorrowland Music Festival. This qualitative research used documentation along with
observation, surveys and photography. Each case study is an example of cultural festival types,
including art, food and drink, and music, which were analyzed with the urban competitiveness,
number of participants, and results of urban development in terms of economy, social and
cultural, and physical. The results of the study show that the three festivals effected in
enhancement of urban competitiveness in the local economy dynamics, which can be divided
into 6 areas: (1) cultural importance; (2) economic impact; (3) tourism stimulation; (4) city
branding; (5) urban revitalization and community participation; and (6) international-level
impacts. This will lead to the development of other aspects of the city. While, the
implementation in the Thai context can apply with the food tourism, as it is already well-

known and accepted at the international level.

Keywords: arts festival, food festival, music festival, urban competitiveness

“E-mail: querida@nmu.ac.th (Corresponding Author)
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