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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the critical thinking ability of students in Rajamangala University of
Technology Krungthe; 2) study the relationship between critical thinking ability and English proficiency among
these students; 3) study students’ opinions about critical thinking and English pedagogical approaches that facilitate
the development of critical thinking skill. The samples were 100 undergraduate students from 7 faculties in
Rajomangala University of Technology Krungthep, using stratified random sampling and quota sampling. The
research instruments were an English proficiency test, a critical thinking test, and a set of questionnaires. The
results showed that 1) the students in Rajamangala University of Technology Krungthep achieved an overall mean
score of 15.57 out of 39 on the critical thinking ability test. This corresponds to 39.90 percent, indicating that their
critical thinking ability was at a low level. 2) there was a statistically significant positive correlation between the
students' critical thinking ability and their English language proficiency at the .05 level. 3) Regarding their opinions
on critical thinking, the students recognized its importance. They perceived that certain English instruction methods
could effectively foster critical thinking ability; however, these methods were implemented by instructors at the

moderate level.
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