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Abstract

This article was conducted purposely to study lands owned by temples
under the Sangha Act B.E 2505, including temples' lands and lands affiliated
with temples, the legal effects of land conveyance protection under the
Sangha Act B.E. 2505, prescription defence prohibition, and sentence execution
exemption. Moreover, legal problems regarding the temple's land, including the
problem of the status of the temple's land, whether it is public property of the
country or not. The issue of dedicating land to a temple will have the same
results from the moment of expressing the intention as dedicating it to the
public domain of the country or not. These problems can be addressed by
amending the law. Temple lands are public domains preserved for public
interests in religious matters. Thus, temple lands should be regarded as public
domains, as prescribed by Section 1304 of the Thailand Civil and Commercial
Code. This will get rid of interpretability. With respect to the devotion issue, the
law should declare that the devotion is effective once the owner expresses his
or her intention to devote the land to the temple, and registration shall not be
mandatory. This idea is similar to devotion to the state. Lastly, depriving a
land's ownership from private sector is generally against temples' purposes.

Therefore, the law should prohibit temples from such action.

Keywords: Sangha Law; Lands of Temples; Sangha’s Lands; Public Domain of
State
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