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Sports Torts in England
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Abstract
This article explores a range of sports participant liability. It particularly

examines how law of torts finds its applicability in settling the disputes in the
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field of sports torts. Using Tort Law contexts it considers the sports policy
frameworks underpinning the main impacts of participant liability to co-
participants for injuries and violence in professional sports. The law of torts is
then explored. A range of torts including risk assumption, liability and
negligence are examined and set in the context of sports interest. It then
considers the growing range of modern sports torts. Case studies from UK
jurisdiction are used throughout and a comparative approach is taken which

considers developments of modern Sports Tort Law.
Keywords : Sports torts, Liability, Negligence, Injury, Violence
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S1enevesyanadunieneliinaudsmesedinuazs1anievesyanadu (being
careful to restrain themselves) lngnginaginisuvsduinvnvealulalvansun
yaranileyanalalunisnsyiazdlindegiaufinmmueadnenssiy sudumalidiay
dansstnulasuuinidunsedunanunie magfsssudinguidddininwrinduasla
ﬂizﬁ’lmmﬂmgﬁmjﬂﬁ?iuimlﬁLf\mm (crime of manslaughter)

(A) AR Condon v Basi [1985] 1 WLR 866 lusgninenisudedurlnuaaludin
Leamington sutdudnnisutsdusiesiu landdudiaunavealualuas whitle
Wanderers F.C. \Anu19n (broken leg) dainunainnisugngiudnasiiiugiduvos
aluas Khalso Football F.C. Club landdslduiaduflessemagfsssudingy Jad
Usziuiidedifaduinsnasiindifess SllliAnamudemeunland (Outy to Care)
Tusgwineiinunisudsduinimaveanidadduegviely nnAnauidenie
Junudr Suaedosfuiaseldadenenioly deuimagfsssusinguldideded
Juaglinsgrasdadulunszinavasiaslalildausedngssds (reckless) agna
weuins sutdevesiauludnnisudsiurteiufisdl Snvisdnanldldnussings Yo
Tuniunasgunsldausgsinge Tograuiniumpuoaludnyiesduieduas gy
yhluAfanavnelviinAwnueaiausdeduludniiesduldlfluseninanunisusadu

(1) AR McCord v Cornforth and Swansea City Football Club, 19 Dec.
1998 unreported lulnun1TuIITUTENINNELNAT Swansea F.C. wazaluas Stockport
F.C.woufiuiay 1993 w1e Brian McCord Wiauvasaluas Stockport F.C. lagn
w1 John Comforth AUsuTiNaluas Swansea F.C. nsgvilngUszumauasidume
%18 Brian McCord IdSuniniduaniafiondrsvnaulsianansaaaaunisudaduim
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Wavealdnaendin Aragfsssuiitadulviung John Comforth dasualdrndunig
Tiffuune Brian McCord 1Jug1uau 250,000 Yaus (£250,000)

(?) AR Caldwell v Maguire and Fitzgerald CA ([2001] EWCA Civ 1054)
anilanfdutniinndihondn (professional jockey) Isgndnasdaduinmndiiendn
Audsturdenssiuaesnuaifoguis (manoeuvres) vililandlasuuiaiu ndsmind
fnsliaruvesaluasiundiin Anuirduaslensevinlagusaainanusziaseda
(careless) wagnseyinnissudflungunasinsutstuiundiendndnde landdald
HovirsnasmaedldnszyiasidalagUszam (tort of negligence) MRUIANALATITY
Snguldfinnulisuasiivaessannmiuiia mnzuiinlunsudiusiasasdes
URnuauszinse Smumihifnuiiad (duty of care) neldngunasinisusiedu
Andifendn nanade miAdinandeadunihinefomengumanidsdadlyiae
naoeTInLazIenevesiinTunsusiuiindinerdmaudu q (avoid causing
injury) asmamLw;amaLLazaamé’aqﬁ’uamumm‘immzLﬂmﬂﬁiLLﬁda%’uﬁTjﬁwﬁWLﬁuag
SnvatinAwndindeddenusednseYelayanalunmznduiuindosdaidevesiindun
I Inuaznginisalvonnunisudstuimdsiiiuey d1unfAundednenald
auszalaszTaduiniuld winldldiifsmeld Afedndunisnsevilasussaum
Bude uimiluadilandliernhduldivdelivnngudngudamauidiaeaes
lanszvinislaeaziaslulaldnluszadnse 3y (without evidence of reckless)
AagRsTTUINguIIININwenadluafnanan?

(2) AR Watson v British Boxing Board of Control [2001] QB 1134 ARt
w18 Michael Watson tnfiwiuagerfmdulanifesamenssunisnivaunisuedu
1B 1TINUIAY (British Boxing Board of Control) Tugnugdas lnglandlanainiii
JaglinsgyinisiaeUssumduias (neglisence) lnadnaslugiusinnisuasdu
W dnRedeiniieedaeszainsy s (duty of care) Tun1ssanIsuYadufn
18913 FdnggrurhlufnamneiinimsseisunisUgumenuiadowiuuaznis
PgdenInsLmseinAvungaInilddunsuiaiiuanmudstusgiaiuagg
(medical care) doslansleuuiaduluseninsnisudsdufnaneiisnaslddaty
ninusdnasliladanseun1sUguneIU1anIan1sYI AN SLNNE 08191 YT
dsnalilandldsunssnvegsaiuagliurisdiiseornsuiaiuiiingu Tandds
FoemuyndnsinuaIneNITuIALEuIInnIuedy el Suaslugtugdanisudedy
fwnngondndiedadldanussinsg Hidsyanalunzuiudndednuidovos
fAansudsiufiwngednuagnginisaivesnunisudsiuiionaitnfuaunisaule

Y
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lasuuiaidu Fadunisnserinlagyssumiduaevesdiasdnnisudaduinuigendn
AagRsssudingulainnuliduaeyaldrdulnunaunuunlandidudnuiduieu
1 autaus (£1 million)

(%) AR Vowles v Evans and Welsh Rugby Union Ltd. [2003] EWCA Civ
318; [2003] 1 WLR 1607 adssnanlandaaduinfusniasiasiauldsuuindu
NNsUTsTuegITULss AurlmAnensuImLEUTiuTnaIRe sEMITanSutladu 1y
aliesissadunendinnifaeinsuiadudnan Suasdadunssunisgindu
nsutstufunindadasiuudlnaggnnanaminldlddsduldnginasivasnisudedu
Ainsndaiasiduiiioananuidifiesinsunsionieanleniafiazine1n1suiny
vodlanAidutniuisndadasiau Tandssnarminsiagldnseyinisingusidain
ﬂ’)’]ﬂii%ﬁﬂiﬁj\‘iﬁéjﬁQQUﬂ’]iLLﬁdﬂsajuﬁWW%Jﬂﬁjﬁb’ﬂUﬁ\‘iﬁ (failed to exercise reasonable
care) LL@‘”@’]ﬂ’]i‘Uﬂ@L?ﬁUleENIRWIﬁ‘ﬁlL‘ﬁuﬁjﬂﬁ“WW%Jﬂﬁg{aﬁ)ﬂiLa'uLﬂuéﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂwmwlﬁ
Mnnsutsdufiundng (injury reasonably foreseeable) mmwuﬂumsummmau

=

ﬂ'13LL“UQ‘UUﬂW’]iﬂUﬁﬂJﬂiLau3umﬂ€UW\‘1G]EN:LIWUWVW]‘\] G]EJQI‘UWNN?JJ@?JNIU‘UW%V]G]U

g a

dsinAuntsutstuiimdsiuiueg il suaslugiugnssunsindunisuteiui
fndarasauiadadddninussings Hidwyanalunnsuiudndosianuidovs
nssunsgFadunsudstuinindainaduasnginisaivesnunisudstusnidenad
inAwindnuniinlafiaginsudstulddunmdo fanssunisgFadunsudedufim
$nilasinsiduenaldnnuseiingy Saduinduld winildlilfidsmeld Sadunisnsgii
Tngusznmiduderesdnasnssunisdindunisudedufinindadasiau maghsssu
gangudsininulidnasdessurasaldadulnumawnuwnland

(%) AR Benjamin Collett v (1) Gary Smith (2) Middlesbrough Football
and Athletics Company (1986) Ltd: QBD [2008] AREue Benjamin Collett o
Avauindsosaluas Manchester United F.C. toauaulunisudsdufinivnueasening
aluas Manchester United F.C. waziiudisesaluas Middlesbrough F.C. Tuvauzii
finnsudsduegifuune Benjamin Collett Idgnune Gary Smith nazviinisiagyszum
(negligent tackle) autduwnliune Benjamin Collett 1indunsawnsianie laun
113NNV LB IERIIUTAVIVIT W1 Benjamin Collett Falaunifossie
magsssusangulaeiiosuns Gary Smith iudnaed 1 Tugiuzgning uagilesaluas
Middlesbrough F.C. lugnugiduursdrsaluasdudadnuosuty Gary Smith Ing
18 Gary Smith leinsgyinazifialun1an1sfians (vicariously liable) fioanmagfsssu
Sanguldfinrsafininuilviung Benjamin Collett lefuadulvamaunuieideas
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arudemenisiiduainnselaluedin (past loss of earnings) wazArv s elaly
au7An (prospective loss of earnings) ARTTdafiunaulI0g N mAyAssTusanguld
anduruAndemeniilanduelvidnaseldasmn (discount) iudiuiuiesas 15
vesAnaseldlusuian wiiiluaddoinisuiaduesisisussuiinaunvaves
w18 Benjamin Collett dnasian1susenavandndniuivnuea vMilvldaiuisavinun
mlanseusznauianisnuainnisiauiniiaueasdnlaniudnd sauludanisvin
Tonalun1sidnsiunisuustunilesan (Msonsulesdn (Premiership)) Tul 2007 &
2008 Fewnuie Benjamin Collett leillonadnsiunisudsdundidesanudragyinli
swldluouianfuunlduiiagiivdulusniesay 15 udidemagfsssudonguld
filasziudaiuinloniaiiung Benjamin Collett azitnsannisutsdundidoanlsigs
170 Fromgiliosmagisssudinguisufiaslals Ogden Table™ wifinuacian
seldannisgadeauainsalunisidutnfwmaueasidn

4. unApszafazidianien1snwaluysemeAdsnge

NnaNaiIeg1enfagiianIin s lud1eiu Aaiagfsssudingulaing
fi1sainnw el Weiansaniadeininseningnssinasdinduignnsziinasida
4 4 =S a o [~ Y a 1 v a a 1 v a a 1% [ a
AULAALTUAR D UTUARYDRNINTENINIUNAWIDITNAVUN ANID1TNAEAULDY AR
TONNINTENINUNAWID1TNAUNTTUNITHANFUANIITN ARTDTNNINTENINIDIANS
o w oo ~ PxY) o oA A v v a ~ ~ =
mdufiuilugruemiuddanisudstufiviendnividniniedn waziduadluises
famalull

® Faustl 1998 1Husfusn House of Lords wesussmesanguldevsiFlimagivssusingy
14 Ogden Table uUssiiuanudemelusuandidusiaiiu Ing Ogden Table Te3un1swawI
auiisatufifinsinsil 6 (The 6" edition of the Ogden Tables) Tud) 2007 Anagfssaulusangwy
o1fensiuuiasldlusuandomnaneinisuindu Tasendoanaliuiueuseving
spozminInseld SuAnananuidesdiiaduinainnismeuazanuliuiuouressrogian
Tunsviau eagfisssudanguazld Ogden Table Andayardagiuvesssldlusuianii
gydelusuideananeinisuiniu dadedmnanelilusuanigydslusuidesnaineins
u1nL§uves Ogden Table fasAndadadenia q liun s1eld szdun1sfine n1sviau guam
wagLne

Tsaquinduly aufesd dsfanidse wazany, nsTiaseinguuisdasisnig
iwsugaans : nisAnAdennsluafaziin neldlasin1sideizes nsdesziingranedaeds
yaAsegAans, aortidosiiandng drinnumagfsssunazantuideriion sauUssme
ng, 2553, wih 3-13.
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Ay a ! v a v o a 1 o Y 1 _ado a =
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d IS

infwerdnluilaimdy q wiflildldanussdassfmudniidoveninfuiendn
Tuwsagvinfnnidedauilunginasindniwazauanansoldinyenianisinm
vesmuiiliinedunsesetnimdmssiuduviendnidedaldanusuusslunisudedu
Rinendn Bnvlsdsdififinszvhazdaadlarreseniehlifnsunmedundin tae
e dnertldléfiaaunhliinfudwmsstudulddusunmefuniadudusn
widlordunisadlayiresameauilitnAundsmssdudiafunanunends ns
nszvidenanndelaindunisnsziasdiauds dnfwendngnssviazidlindidesiuin
NNINTENNVBIAU
aRteRnmsznInsesdnsiAufmlugusiduddnnisudstufivfuinfm
1Fun ARflosdnsAAUAn (WU AMEATTINTTANN aunAuAT uagwusuAm) lugiue
Ainn1sutstuiwioTnlulaldainussdnses inuidouaznginisal luliiAnaiu

D e

LY |

AANAINTUBIVAINARDTINRALIIN18VRIUNARIDTNU1 TN T UITUARI DTN

LY a PN

sudufanssuflesdnsffuinilddatiuan nisflesdnarfufwlugugddanisudety
Arnondnlyllideliinsquaguameuntouasnisinumanuasadeludindimunzay
Tnglufinsnimiegunsainianisunndunsessuanudesiiagiing g e
Sunseunienieviedinveainfwior@niid1siunisudetuin denlalvidoves
asAnsmAuAnlugueInnIsudtuime@nivanseyimseudalunisdnfanssy
Msudsduinsedvendn delddnesdnsiduiwilduszumiduids Weinaau
demeradinuazsnenievesiniwiodnidnsinnisudetufining msznns
Us1ma1n1InsNMIegUnsainiamsunngunsesiuaudesiozingiAmanie
dunseunineviedinveainiinodnidismunisudeiuin Ademdunalaonss
Mnnansgvesesinatiuinlugugddanisuddufmmondn wuidesdnsrif
Aulugruzgdanisudsdufmendndesiuiindednfwordnildfannumenio
lgsuumiu

a A

TaNNIMIENIUNANITUNTIUNISHARAUAWT lakn ARTnssunsE@Andu

Y

nsudstumiininaeldanussdnse Tmuidenasng Anisaliaylunisuasdunnm
nmdsiiiuey Wisannudsanasindunsievseanlon1anazineIn1suInduees

v a

UnfmadasiaurIeadn dnssunsyandunisudstuinonaldanusedaseTaguin
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(%

Wuld wamlaldlimeameld Jadunisnsevileguszumiduiaevenssunisganay
NISUYITUNRA
X o a = Y v oA a o 19 aa o %
wanantl ARawtlianaNsivludnedy enayfsssudangulaiaeidadeenl’
A a = [ [ = 1 1 Y CY ) a s
Weonasandiusziunisnszyilaaslanselszsuauas Inevialudniduadnland
usseefpanduaslanseyinlneussuimiduias (negligence actions) #3aUsgan
LWEULAeE19518159 (gross negligence actions) auneltinA11un18 (death) 138
91N13UIALIUADS19N1E (injuries) BeetinANINainsuYstulunsazvilaiu laeq
Anseviazidinenalilaadaagliinanudsmelutuwsn winsevilulagusiaain
ANUsEdnse i Banseiiasilindndedinuideuasnginisel wazgnszvinaziiinens
Tdnnuszinsgimuniniaud lulezsdundinnungunaeinfninisuasdy wing
mudyaigniuelinieldssuunisudatunsedualuasivdudain vientives
densiufanssufimegimilsegidlalunisianis uwinldegaisanaly
ANnudsmeinduluafazdnn1an1siutneiu NMayfsssudingulang
fnnsanininwienld dnidusesweanisifidemetessensenandemealuniauns
NHNTEazda 91nANEEMIELATInINNTTI RN AN TNAARAIIUAY
nMsudadulagUszumiduide (MTsUssuniduiaeag193181se) wiidndan e
azidauie 1991375185190 WADINATILANTUARAIUAIEYBINQNN TENazIIALA"
inseviazilandessuiaynldandemeduiu 8nnsinanudsniownsnnieves
v A = 1 1Y 11 a v o Ia = 1 v o da I4
WnAunednliinaziiudunsionnsisniefaians wisliaiians ndetduainu
= o a a o & | I3 aM Yy a o ' = Y v oa a
W@eonmenninAwie1Twisdu og1slsinin arnnlandvendiegisafludisdu dad
A19813 2 Ad LAuA (n) AR R v Bradshaw [1878] Cox CC, 83 waz () AR Caldwell
v Maguire and Fitzgerald CA ([2001] EWCA Civ 1054) MiAagfsssusingule
a 4 o . . P @ 1 Al o & v 1 2
Anrnwlienilasduay (dismiss) Losaniuitnerulaninirdvundslioaslen
Jasnszinn1ssullusiountyafveinguuie (Wi nguuieeiyl) niednasle
nszyilaelsAanANTElnszdslusenIenunswIstuaudNaliinAuLEs Y
[ 19
wAlanA

“ @@ R v Bradshaw [1878] Cox CC, 83 Lunfiaziiinniin15au1iusiAannnig

WNINUPIINNHMUI8YNTIULUNITUYITUANIBITN (non-intervention of the criminal law
into sport) NA17A® KATDINITNTLVIIAIURANIDIYTUTENINAITRIITUAKIBDITN (19U N1FYI
Fre919n1e) Lfinaynitudenisaiiuadasidaniauwndulssmadaingy mszaagisssusainguies
Alilddoienderivesiluaruiiisstuesdusenouaruiianisengrauilandlsidunifiansu
Annwiafduazidamauis suduluauvdninusivesngruneaeuuouaeiiinafeigiinise
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dnusznisuids anuiuiaieariiaduiinainnisnsyyvesyanady
(Vicarious Liability) nanafie asuiinidletinfmendnlugiuzgninsiifianuiedes
duiusivaluasfuendndainlugiuzuiedelunsziasdnlusenineaaininisudatu
Ainsgauerdndadunisjoanulunisnsiisedrmislifualuasinendn
Tugnugunsd auldneliAnarudemenniinimnendnanaluasiuie induud
Wuhiinguunsazndadinguimuslialuasfmorindindndessufiadiensnseyi
azifinvesinimendniidauiedesduiudifuuediauazgning deanugyniy
Juwedrsuazgndndlugsiafiu (sports employment contract) Guaﬁéjﬁﬂqmﬁduﬁﬁﬁ
Tnssnsinyniunelddygrdrafofmuigiauguend (Youth Academy Contracts)

o

uazde199tnAWI1TN (Professional Player Contracts)

5. unasy

a a I aa o A a U
azdlanianisiundoduidfmnainnisnsgvinlagaslaniaussuimauiae
(saudelszamiduaeagedionsy) Feraiadulaluwinieiu Tidnesdu (n) Wnfmn
919nnsEyazidminAviedneeiuies (1) NTsUNISEANAUARIRITNNTEYIazLdn
Wnfiun wae () esrnsniduiwilugiusiiduddanisuraduinian@unseyinazida
Unfiwie@n Aduuaumdumnglifnanudemesdedinuazsinieainnisnsz
azulnlun13uITUAKIAEAUNIMUATIIEAY N15ANYINUNIUARAZIIANIINTISARTTL
wdvenunduiiegnsludaiu gouvinbigldiudelurinising @y esdnsifufu
a U a Y 1 voa Y a a v a IS b4
aluasfin glnaeuing {ian1sudatuing nssunisganduiun waziniwie1dn) le
asgntnnesaldausedasydmunidianaunedateldnsounginaaingna
nswdsdunardayniuludyginioianseyinnistagusiAainauussuniduae
m3oUszumdulaoag1aiewsy) Wevdndeslilunsgyazilianouanaduluuinis

= 2 & o = =~ o v a = A %
A Bnvaaluasiviondnlugiueiiluuieinswesinfuiondnlugiueidugndng

ﬁqaﬁLLasaqﬁ'ﬂisﬂawENmmﬁmmamm'}ﬁLLMﬂﬁiwlﬂmﬂﬂﬁazLﬁwml,‘w'a aealsfA Tuuneadd
magAsssusnguldiaduieituaiaziianianisinn magfsssusingunduefonayesnns
nsgvianudanisegilusynitansudaduiuion®n (1Wu n5virdiesienie) sndudiudfey
Tunrsiinsanfininwedazdanius whduindunisuaesliiinisunsnugeainngmuigaig

1 luNSUY9TURWIB1TN (intervention of the criminal law into sport)
Tusanguitaniisily Edge Hill University, The Criminal Law and Sport.

(2017), Available from https://www.edgehill.ac.uk/law/research/centre-for-
sports-law-research/sports-law-insights-two-faces-sports-law/criminal-law-sport/
(Accessed 14 February 2019)
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Ansesmiuguakazreemduiliinfmednludimnvewmuldanuseinse fdlunis
wisdufwerdnsuiiedunisusznouanisnunisnisidradiiualuasiviondn
Tugusuedng

ey fAsssusangulinaussingrufstuafazifiinianisinisiunis
o denananuiuiindoaudemeainninszviaziia dslunsdnduusziiudngd
daulddudsluninsimendnnenidinelanseilasUssnmaudendeluy
whiumagAsssusangulinausminguiiiiidulddudelunmimendniiios
T¥rusgsinse TmuauasluvagyiAanssuierdumsudsiufmendnvdelusening
fifimsudetuiinerdn mneuidemeviesusunefintududsiduasaaiiule
w1 Anhduinseedossufinlumnuidsmefifnduteaudemefisasaaudiuls
A8 N13INVTTNNFINVBIAIREASTIUSINgueatinUselavdvinliglduladiuide
Tumsfmnendniisszananeilinuneisnmanidesnisldnusuussidonseinis
undusteranlfdudeluimsfimendnsedu
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