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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to raise a question concerning the ontological condition of the possibility for plurality
by taking the existential analytic of Dasein in Martin Heidegger's philosophy. This investigation of fundamental ontology
reveals that Dasein’s plurality is already within the Being-there, which is to say that Being-in-the-world and Being-with do
not add to the understanding of self, but are primary conditions that make self-understanding possible. This is in line with
the thought of Jean-Luc Nancy, who insists on thinking of the existence of Dasein as Being Singular Plural. However, the
weight of Nancy’s explication rests heavily on Being-with, so much so that it overshadowed the simultaneous moment of
self-determination of Dasein, which is equiprimordial with it. By paying due attention to this equiprimordiality, it can prompt
us to recognize that this process of self- determination, of identify and particularize itself amidst plurality, has a natural
tendency to fold back to itself at the very moment when Understanding moves itself forward, and gather up everything
under its own appropriation—a tendency that may hinder our further treatment of plurality. A better understanding of this

equiprimordiality in the conditions of possibility for plurality can hearten our encounters with plurality in the concreteness of life.
Keywords: plurality, Dasein, being-in-the-world, being-with, being singular plural
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The phenomenological assertion that " Dasein is essentially Being- with" has an existential-
ontological meaning. It does not seek to establish ontically that factically | am not present- at-hand alone,
and that Others of my kind occur. If this were what is meant by the proposition that Dasein's Being-in-the-
world is essentially constituted by Being-with, then Being-with would not be an existential attribute which
Dasein, of its own accord, has coming to it from its own kind of Being. It would rather be something which

turns up in every case by reason of the occurrence of Others. (Heidegger, 2008 : 156)
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Being missing and 'Being away' are modes of Dasein-with, and are possible only because Dasein
as Being-with lets the Dasein of Others be encountered in its world. Being-with is in every case a
characteristic of one's own Dasein; Dasein-with characterizes the Dasein of Others to the extent that it is
freed by its world for a Being-with. Only so far as one's own Dasein has the essential structure of Being-
with, is it Dasein-with as encounterable for Others. (Heidegger, 2008 : 157)
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For a Being- with-the-there to happen, there must be a contact, therefore a contagion and
encroachment, even if minimal, even if only as an infinitesimal drift of the tangent between the concerned
openings. A relative indistinction of the edges of the openings must occur and their lines of sight or horizons
must at least tend to intersect one another. / can only open myself there by opening at the same time onto
other theres, as we say of a door that it opens onto a garden. The with must constitute the nature of the

on,”’ of the ‘‘against,’’ (as in

plywood'’ [contrecolle’]), and of the ‘‘trans’’ (as in ‘‘transsexual’’).

(Nancy, 2008 : 10)
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