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Abstract

Objectives: This research aims to study photographs from Robert Larimore Pendleton in the Sawankhalok
district, Sukhothai province, during the period 1935-1953. The objective is to explore the agricultural
development and agricultural practices of Sawankhalok that reflected the policies and roles of American
scholars in Thailand during the post-World War Il era.

Methods: The study employs an anthropological study of photography through the analysis of 80 selected
photographs from Robert Larimore Pendleton in the Sawankhalok district, Sukhothai province, between
1935 and 1953. These images are categorized into three types: 8 images related to agriculture, 8 images
related to the cotton experimentation center in Khlong Tan district; and 7 images related to the town of
Sawankhalok. The research combines document analysis and fieldwork studies in the Sawankhalok district
to analyze the agricultural development and the role of American scholars in Sawankhalok during the study
period.

Results: The photographs from Robert Pendleton reflect the agricultural development and practices,
particularly the cultivation of cotton, which is an integral part of the local history of Sawankhalok. The
images shed light on the disappearing history of the region and depict the role of American scholars and
foreign policies of the United States, particularly on the agricultural development of Thailand.

Application of this study: The findings of this study can contribute to the conservation and revitalization of
the significant local history of Sawankhalok. Moreover, it can elevate the historical capital of the region to
promote tourism and establish the area as a learning city for the local community.

Keywords: Sawankhalok, Robert Larimore Pendleton, United States, Post-World War Il, agriculture
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Figure 1 Provisional Map of the Soils and Surface Rocks of the Kingdom of Thailand

(Source: European Soil Data Centre, 1949)
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a3n1wlu Table 1

Table 1 Sawankhalok Photos taken by Robert Larimore Pendleton from the mid-1930s to 1950s.

Figure Photo

Time

13 January 1936

Type Description

Cotton farmer's house
Agriculture (1) in Klong Tan,

Sawankhalok

14 January 1936

Children ginning local
Agriculture (2)
cotton in Sawankhalok.

14 January 1936

Luang Ing studies boll
Agriculture (3) less cotton in

Sawankhalok.
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Agricultural Development through the photos of Robert Larimore Pendleton

Table 1 Sawankhalok Photos taken by Robert Larimore Pendleton from the mid-1930s to 1950s. (cont.)

Figure

Time Type

16 November
Agriculture (4)

Description

Old woman wrapping

plants at Klong Tan
Cotton Experiment

Station at Klong Tan

subdistrict, Sawankolok

province.

Vichitr Sawaeng, M. C.

Chakrabandh Pensiri

Chakrabandhu (Minister

of Agriculture and
Cooperatives during

1973-1974), Drs.
Walker & Greene in

cotton field of Klong

Tan Cotton Experiment

Station, Sawankolok.

1937
24 February
Agriculture (5)
1948
24 February
Agriculture (6)
1948

Scientists (Drs. Walker

& Greene) in cotton
field at Klong Tan
Cotton Experiment

Station, Sawankolok.

February, 1948 Agriculture (7)

Research group near
field of sugarcane in
Klong Maplap,
Sawankalop province.
The Agricultural
Colony's school is
almost hidden behind

the sugar cane.
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Table 1 Sawankhalok Photos taken by Robert Larimore Pendleton from the mid-1930s to 1950s. (cont.)

Figure Photo Time Type Description

Wooden roller sugar

8 14 January 1936 Agriculture (8)
mill in Sawankhalok.
Agricultural School at
Klong Tan, the South of
9 13 January 1936 Sawankhalok Sawankolok nearby
(1) Yom River at Klong
Tan, Sawankhalok
Drying salted turnips for
Klong Tan, 3-4 days in Klong Tan
10 13 January 1936 Sawankhalok and Agricultural School
(2) at the South of
Sawankolok, Siam
(Thailand)
Agricultural school
garden quarters in
Klong Tan, Klong Tan and
11 13 January 1936 Sawankhalok Agricultural School at

(3) the South of
Sawankolok, Siam

(Thailand)

Vol.45 No.3 September-December 2023 7
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Table 1 Sawankhalok Photos taken by Robert Larimore Pendleton from the mid-1930s to 1950s. (cont.)

Figure Photo Time Type Description

Village in Klong Tan

Klong Tan,
and agricultural school
12 13 January 1936 Sawankhalok
@ nearby the Yom River,
4
South of Sawankhalok.
Agricultural school and
Klong Tan, dormitory classroom in
13 13 January 1936 Sawankhalok Klong Tan at the South
5) of Sawankolok
province, Thailand.
Truck gardens on the
bank of the Yom River
Klong Tan,
near the Klong Tan
14 13 January 1936 Sawankhalok
©) agricultural School at
the South of
Sawankhalok.
| 2 "
Meteorological station
Klong Tan, and store houses in
24 February
15 Sawankhalok Klong Tan Cotton
1948
(7) Experiment Station,

Sawankolok, Thailand.

Vol.45 No.3 September-December 2023 8
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Table 1 Sawankhalok Photos taken by Robert Larimore Pendleton from the mid-1930s to 1950s. (cont.)

Agricultural Development through the photos of Robert Larimore Pendleton

Figure Photo Time Type Description
Staff quarters building
Klong Tan,
24 February in Klong Tan Cotton
16 Sawankhalok
1948 @® Experiment Station,
Sawankolok, Thailand.
View of village from
Sawankhalok
17 14 January 1936 West bank of Yom
Town (1)
River in Sawankhalok.
Teak logs in Yom River
Sawankhalok
18 14 January 1936 at the North of
Town (2)
Sawankolok.
Sawankhalok railway
Sawankhalok
19 14 January 1936 station and Charod

Town (3)

Withi Thong road.

Vol.45 No.3 September-December 2023
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Table 1 Sawankhalok Photos taken by Robert Larimore Pendleton from the mid-1930s to 1950s. (cont.)

Figure Photo Time Type Description

View of the town of
Sawankhalok from the
Charod Withi Thong
road back of the
Sawankhalok railway

15 November Sawankhalok station. Sawankhalok

railway was linking with
1937 Town (4)

Utradit (Ban Dara), and
Klong Tan district. The
bus on the Charod Withi
Thong road were ride to

20

Siamrong and Hadsiao,
Srisatchanalai district.

Looking southeast
across Sukothai town
and the Yom River,
Sawankhalok which flows from left to
December, 1939 right. The road to the
Town (5)
left leads to

Sawankhalok town. The

21

road at the upper right
runs to Phitsanulok.

Photo from the top of
view, the north of east
across the Yom River
between Sawankhalok
Sawankhalok town (the view at the

January, 1951 left), and Klong Tan’s

22
Town (6)

village (the right side).
Many of the paddies
nearer the river had
been prepared for a

winter, and upland crop.

Aerial view of the Yom
River and farm field.
Sawankhalok town was
at the right side in the
distance, a branch
Sawankhalok railway connects with

January, 1951 the main north line. The

23
Town (7)

darker fields were
nearby the river, and
grow upland crops in
the foreground, and to

the left is lower land on
which paddy is grown.

(Source: AGSL Digital Photo Archive - Asia and Middle East, University of Wisconsin Madison-Milwaukee, 2023)
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Nnaasvedlndsa a1Sues twuldaaw (Robert Larimore Pendleton) $293:%3148 1935-1953 laazvion
MINAIE UM TN BATHIUNIERL AR UIIRNITIN Iz laslanzunuInaasdnizIinsannanigaiuini
MuldnIatuayureIadidn1I1MITUALINBATUAIBIANTaNU Iz 1@ (FAO) uazlasanisd Judnisniioau
mmﬂ;ums”mLLmaﬁ%'gaLu‘%ﬂﬂuﬂﬁﬂ'ﬁmimamﬂﬁﬂﬁmmmzmmgﬁﬁ] (the US Mutual Security Agency's Special
Technical and Economic Mission) luitnfis1inasissalan o sandinasasinls addlse (agluﬁuﬁa"wm afIa e
saniaglanivludagiu) lasunuimvasladialugiusinimndunafiansinsaszesasdnisennisuasinsas
WHI89ANNTRRU 2T T16 (FAO) ifu"[ﬁﬁw"lﬂgjmimaaomsmwzﬂgﬂLLazw”@umﬁ'uijEstLuﬁuﬁihmamssﬂiaﬂ
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Figure 2 Robert Larimore Pendleton (as the staff of FAO) and other staffs at
Sri Samrong Agricultural Experiment Station in 1955

(Source: Sukhothai Agricultural Research and Development Center, 2023)
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Figure 3 Cotton Mill, cotton ginning and compression machine at Sri Samrong Agricultural Experiment Station
(Formerly Klong Tan Cotton Experiment Station, Sawankhalok), which were built by the United States.

(Source: Sukhothai Agricultural Research and Development Center, 2023)
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