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Objectives: The social pension is considered a welfare program for the elderly that does not require contribution.

Studying the policy and implementation of the social pension program in the ASEAN region is intriguing as many
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countries in the region are entering an aging society. This study focuses on the social pension programs for the
elderly, comparing the current situations in Indonesia and Malaysia. It also analyzes the current problems and
challenges in implementing social pension in both countries.
Methods: This research is a qualitative study utilizing the documentary research method, where the researcher
Keywords: elderly welfare, investigates and gathers information from relevant documents. The content scope of this study includes examining
social pension, older people the development of elderly welfare policies in the countries of Indonesia and Malaysia. The study covers the
period from 1998 to 2022.

@d1a: sIrdnINEIaNY, Results: This study found that there are similar challenges, especially in terms of relatively low coverage,
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WJadeTw, dasans accessibility issues due to the archipelagic geography, and sustainability concerns in project implementation due
v ) to reliance on tax-funded budgets when comparing the social pension for the elderly in Indonesia and Malaysia.
Additionally, with the continuous increase in the elderly population due to medical advancements coupled with
low birth rates, both countries face a labor shortage, impacting the overall economy. This, in turn, affects the
sustainability of social pension programs in both countries, leading to insecurities for the elderly population in their
post-retirement lives.

Application of this study: The findings of this study can be applied to shaping welfare policies for the elderly in
ASEAN countries with similar contextual aspects. Furthermore, these findings can be utilized in planning strategies
to address the imminent increase in the elderly population in the near future.
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Table 1 Basic information of Indonesia and Malaysia

Indonesia L EIEVATE]

Total population 275,501,339 34,468,956

Population aged 60 years and over 26.8 million 3.21 million

Population aged 60 and above
10 % 10 %
(% of total population)

Religion Islam Islam

Social Pension Program
Bantuan Lanjut Usia (Bantu LU) Bantuan Orang Tua (BOT)

(non-contributory)

TugwitazidSouisulasenny Bantuan Lanjut Usia (Bantu LU) va3uszinaduladiiie nu 1as9n1s Bantuan
Orang Tua (Elderly Assistance Scheme) va4uszinaaniaidy lasuaasliinuly Table 2

Table 2 Comparing the Bantuan Lanjut Usia Program and Bantuan Orang Tua Program

Bantuan Lanjut Usia (Bantu LU)

Bantuan Orang Tua (BOT)

Initiative year 2019 1982

Type Mean-testing Mean-testing
Less than 1% (30,000 elderly people throughout

Coverage 5%

Indonesia)

1) Citizen and resident in Malaysia
2) Senior citizens aged 60 years and above
3) Household Income does not exceed the
1) Living alone or with their spouse
) ) Poverty Line Income of the Current Average
2) Potential or nonpotential elderly
Criteria 3) Not the recipient of PKH

4) Underprivileged and incapable

Household Poor or the Current Average Poor
Per Capita poverty line income
) . 4) Seniors who don't live in operating institutions
5) Having an elderly guardian/caretaker
of the Department of Social Welfare or day
care/residential center that provides free

facilities/services

- In 2019, the amount of Bantu LU assistance for
every elderly person was Rp 2,400,000 per year
(5,400 Thai Baht), or Rp 200,000 per month (450

Benefits

Baht).

- From 2020, the amount paid under Progres LU
for every elderly person is Rp 2,700,000 per year
consisting of Bantu LU (Rp 1,500,000); Rp
500,000 as their pocket money in case the family
who cares for the elderly person needs to buy
something for them; and Rp 700,000 for therapy

and social treatment.

- Before the year 2021, BOT program provides
financial assistance of RM 350/month (2,800
Baht).

- In 2021, BOT program increased to RM
500/month (approximately 4,000 Baht).

210 Table 2 WUILATINT BOT 209Ut nasutat oS NG ARMITINIAILAT W.¢. 2525 HUI1@LA%NNITNININ

40 3 luwmefilasams Bantu LU Sudifiumslud w.a. 2562 (a.a. 2019) dfiumsnuds 5 1 Taadulassmsfinam

41311 1A59n15 Asistensi Sosial Usia Lanjut (ASLUT) ﬁ@‘hl,ﬁumis:wjnﬂ W.f. 2549 - W.@. 2561 lasng BOT
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