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Abstract

Objectives: This article aimed at investigating meanings and origins of toponyms (village names) and analyzing

the contents of narratives of the place names in Samut Songkhram Province.

Methods: Semantic fields was used to investigate meanings and origins of village names, while conventional
content analysis was adopted to analyze the contents of narratives of the place names in Samut Songkhram

Province.

Results: The findings revealed that there were 14 types of the meanings of the village names: 1) water and water
resources, 2) place of construction, 3) location of the place, 4) human beings, 5) geography, 6) occupations and
lifestyle, 7) flora, 8) numbers, 9) nature, 10) manners and action, 11) deities and auspicious things, 12) foods,
13) animals, and 14) others. Interestingly, the village names are related to socio-cultural contexts and the
geography of the area. For the narratives of the place names, 11 issues were found in the contents which can
be categorized into four groups: 1) narratives related to historical events, 2) narratives related to lifestyle of the
communities in the past, 3) narratives related to nature of the places, and 4) narratives related to the belief system

of the communities.

Application of this study: The findings indicated that village names and their narratives can serve as resources
which can be applied to create value for the well-being of local people in the community and develop sustainable
tourism in Samut Songkhram Province.
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Table 1 Types of meanings of village names in Samut Songkhram Province

District
Types of meaning Percentage
Mueang Samut
Amphawa Bang Khonthi
Songkhram
1. water and water resources 47 55 62 162 57.04
2. place of construction 9 11 9 29 10.21
3. location of the place 5 16 1 22 7.45
4. human beings 10 2 6 18 6.34
5. geography 7 5 2 14 4.93
6. occupations and lifestyle 6 1 3 10 3.52
7. flora - 2 6 8 2.82
8. numbers 2 8 - 5 1.76
9. nature 4 1 - 5 1.76
10. manner and actions 2 - 2 4 1.41
11. deities and auspicious things 2 - 1 3 1.06
12. foods 1 - - 1 0.35
13. animals 1 - - 1 0.35
14. others 2 - - 2 0.70
Total 103 95 86 284 100.00
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Table 2 Contents of narratives related to place names in Samut Songkhram Province

Contents of narratives Numbers of narratives Percentage
1. narratives related to historical events 26 39.39
1.1 background of the places 16 24.24
1.2 historical events 10 15.15
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Table 2 Contents of narratives related to place names in Samut Songkhram Province (cont.)

Contents of narratives Numbers of narratives Percentage
2. narratives related to lifestyle of the communities in the past 18 27.27
2.1 communities in the past 11 16.67
2.2 wisdom of fishing 4 6.06
2.3 places nearby 3 4.55
3. narratives related to nature of the places 11 16.67
3.1 local flora 6 9.09
3.2 geography of the area 4 6.06
3.3 local animals 1 1.52
4. narratives related to the belief system of the communities 1 16.67
4.1 the belief in spirits 5 7.58
4.2 the belief in deities & 4.55
4.3 the belief in talismans 3 4.55

Total numbers of narratives related to place names in Samut
66 100.00
Songkhram Province
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