Journal of Arts
and Thai Studies Research Article
elSSN : 2774-1419

Journal of Arts and Thai Studies Vol.46 No.3 https://s008.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/artssu/index

Rural Teachers: Meaning from Mainstream Development Discourse

on Teachers' Self-Stigma in Rural Areas

A3UIUUIN: ANINMNIYIINIINNSINNISWAIUINTUAMANGINISAA310I

L
3aiazlunaiduauun
Sakorn Promata Sumate Noklang* Khanittha Saleemad
fINS WsMIM FABY MUNMAI anuT A1ania

Corresponding author*
e-mail: Sumatenoklang@gmail.com

Received 22-06-2024
Revised 28-08-2024
Accepted 25-09-2024

Doi: 10.69598/artssu.2024.3679.

Keywords: rural teachers, self-
stigma, mainstream development
discourse, rural areas

@d1a: azihuuan, midan
ALY, MNNTTUMITNAWINITZUT

AN, NOIDBTULN

Graduvate School, Srinakharinwirot University, Thailand

Abstract

Objectives: The term "rural teacher" emerges as a product of mainstream development discourse, leading to
self- stigmatization among rural educators. This mainstream development discourse, driven by the goal of
modernization, generates discursive practices that marginalize teachers working in rural areas, causing them to

perceive themselves as socially alienated and embodying "otherness." This research aimed to explore the
meaning of "rural teacher" through the lens of self- stigmatization among teachers in rural communities, as a
consequence of mainstream development discourse.

Methods: This qualitative research is aligned with a critical paradigm through Michel Foucault's concepts of power,
knowledge and discursive practice. This study employed the critical ethnography method to reflect the reality that
emerges within the given phenomena. Researchers selected data providers by using purposive sampling criteria,
recruiting a total of 10 teachers who had experienced self-stigma as rural teachers and performed teaching duties
in rural schools. Data were collected through in-depth interviews using semi- structured interview guides. Data
were analyzed using thematic analysis and verified using triangulation techniques.

Results: The research found that "rural teachers" attributed self-stigma to five characteristics, namely 1. teachers
residing far from developed urban areas, 2. teachers being heavily involved in community work beyond school
work duties, 3. teachers being hesitant to think outside the box with regard to the curriculum framework, 4.
teachers lacking modern media and technology, and 5. teachers facing student learning readiness issues. These
characteristics arise from the production of mainstream development discourse, which emphasizes modernization,
globalization and centralization, leading to the self-stigma of teachers who perform teaching duties in rural schools.
Application of this study: These research findings may lead to a review and consideration of guidelines for
policy-making by the agencies responsible for the development of teaching professions across all areas. This is
aimed at reducing disparities in teaching practices among teachers.
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FUUNNLTUHNANAAINNINATINAITNAIUWINILLRWRAN @9 Table 1

Table 1 Research Data Conclusion

Meaning Modernization Globalization Centralization Summarize of Meaning

Interpreted from
Mainstream

Development Discourse

1. Teachers Modern society views urban  Economic and social data Directives on teachers' Teachers must endure
residing far areas as developed and are presented for urban-like  duties issued by central teaching in remote areas
from convenient places to live, developed schools, making authorities require far from developed cities
developed making teachers feel distant  teachers in rural and teachers to comply with under directives from
urban areas from developed urban remote schools feel that and understand the central agencies. They
areas. there are disparities assignment of teaching have to stay in
between teaching areas. areas. inconvenient areas,

leading to expenses or
loans for purchasing

necessities.
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Table 1 Research Data Conclusion (cont.)

Meaning

2. Teachers
being heavily
involved in
community

work beyond

Modernization

Modern society turns
teachers into educated
individuals with knowledge
and skills. Teachers are

required to perform other

Rural Teachers:

Globalization

Teachers' work both within
and outside of schools has
been widely disseminated
through various channels.

This enables teachers to

Centralization

Central and local
agencies have
established regulations
and professional

standards that must be

Meaning from Mainstream Development Discourse

Summarize of Meaning
Interpreted from

Mainstream

Development Discourse

Teachers are guided in
their work by directives
from central agencies,

requiring them to assist

schools and communities.

school work tasks aside from teaching, understand work strategies.  adhered to. Therefore, teachers may

duties and community members However, in remote areas, not be able to fully focus
respect them, thus allowing teachers are expected to be on teaching in the
teachers to consistently relied upon by both the classroom.
contribute to the community.  school and the community.

3. Teachers Teachers use curriculum Information on curriculum The curriculum and Teachers adhere to the

being hesitant
to think outside
the box with

regard to the

and textbooks provided by
central authorities, which
have clear plans. Teaching

should align with the

and books from central
authorities are certified,
easy to use, and incur no

additional costs. Therefore,

books from central
authorities are certified by
the ministry, with qualified

individuals and

curriculum and books
provided by central
authorities without

facilitating additional

curriculum objectives specified in the teachers use information academics involved in learning from other
framework curriculum. solely from central sources. their preparation; hence, information sources, and
these books and they undergo training and
curriculum are participate in competitions
trustworthy. according to established
policies.
4. Teachers In urban society, there are The information system is Allocation of educational Teachers receive a limited

lacking modern

modern and sufficient media

difficult to access, and it

resources is limited,

allocation of educational

media and and equipment, enabling lacks convenience and resulting in the inability to  resources, resulting in a
technology teachers in cities to have flexibility, which prevents use diverse, modern, and  shortage of materials and
access to up-to-date media teachers from having sufficient teaching materials that are old-
and technology. access to modern media materials. fashioned and not up-to-
and technology. date.
5. Teachers The emphasis on modernity =~ Both domestic and Policies from central Teachers monitor

facing student
learning
readiness

issues

means that the education
system prioritizes 'education
attainment,' which incurs
costs for students, causing
teachers to deal with many
students who lack financial

resources.

international media provide
information stating that in
further education or job
applications, educational
qualifications are required,
highlighting the importance

of educational attainment.

authorities mandate that
all students must receive
compulsory education or
basic education, and their
academic performance is
assessed based on
specified criteria used to

determine passing.

students who are not
ready for learning,
especially those facing
issues related to lack of
financial resources to pay

tuition fees.
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