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Abstract

Objectives: The answer to the question “What is concept?” is still controversial in related sciences that
study concept. For philosophy, concept is the crucial element of conceiving and philosophizing.
Philosophy is therefore a discipline that is involved in this controversy. This article does not get involved
in such, but aims to investigate the background of “something” that has become the concept as we have
come to understood and discussed in the present time.

Methods: The study investigates writings of metaphysical and epistemological issues as the center of
concept since the post- Socratic Greek era in the writings of Plato and Aristotle through to the 17th and
19th centuries in the works of continental philosophers such as Descartes, Spinoza, and Leibniz. It then
investigates the works of British philosophers, namely Hobbes, Locke, Berkeley, and Hume, and finally
the works of German idealism philosophers, namely Kant, Fichte, Schelling, and Hegel. The study also
investigates metaphysical and epistemological issues which influence the changing comprehension of
“concept.” Moreover, the article investigates semantic alteration of words relating to “concept” and the
word “concept” itself in the languages of the above-mentioned philosophers.

Results: The study reveals comprehension of the question “What is concept?” which has been altered
by the changing comprehension to metaphysics and epistemology due to the exchanges, arguments
within philosophy and other disciplines, and debates on the cooperation between the mind and the
language.

Application of this study: The understanding of the question “what is concept? which is based on the
understanding of the changes of ideas between metaphysics and epistemology, and the root of the
word’s meaning can help us understand other debates in western philosophies which have emerged

from such understanding.
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(Spinoza, 2002 : 244) ms@i']saa%ivfmm Tid13a lowdy wenowdUNEIMINIINETADaINTINIFN LWTz LD
WszaaswiTuiLsznausins (conception) watasle ‘WmLL@imgwﬁ@Tadﬁi:naua%woﬂaﬂwﬁmaﬂﬂﬁaﬁuﬁuﬁﬁaﬁ]'mwa‘zl,ﬁi”w
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auNUSTRNUARzAL aaTuaur tudu
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(categories) Lfluau@Tﬂszﬂauﬁﬁﬂ”ty,ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ@msﬁwﬁﬂj (cognition) 4w Aaznansduiadiin (consciousness) nanada
ﬂam%ﬂﬁﬂuaaﬁﬂi:nauﬁﬂs:ﬂaua%’mmsé’]ﬁﬂj/jﬁﬂ%um IWzeu LB nsruInIN T89S ARdanuEINIa
mﬁ'ufuazmmLiﬂﬁnfuﬁimmi”nﬁauﬂi:aum'izﬁ@‘hﬁaa%ivl,ﬂ'*ﬁl;ﬁm “NyzamiUsn” (tabula rasa) fienuduazIoIULRE
ﬁagamaﬁaazmmamﬁwfw Tassghesainsnafisenswdlyineudszaumyniiues Lfiaﬁ'aa:%'uf“mwﬁumu&’ e
mswﬁ'ﬁj ﬁi/?gﬁnmmulutﬂums%ﬂiﬁfﬁqwﬁr(pure intuition) ﬁIﬁLLﬁaﬁ%QﬁL’smmwmauﬁmaaﬁm’“mm:vl,aﬁﬁsn

ﬁvllil‘ﬁﬂgl;ﬂ’l puaniduldaInaIzeasIwiang P3O UANNRNAUTTT RIS UI19VBILARET PnwadulasIasiinse

v a a%

« " ' A a & o A A ) o o A o
suuuy vadifiegluianeudszaunisal (Mande3uiand) hednninda (mind/ Gemut) SujldiRsanIwaILNY
Winiu nuAInamaasteIsTINTIdanungeassiiauiimiviuiinduidioenalnveslandsingnisoindu
MWAUNUTITUAaIT TINwaunui s &indissegnouania fFanouaniandruriiiond “Faludaies
(thing-in-itself) wuidwizgulanflifiniggled nnuddndudasoguazlidaudaludaies uszmiihmnlhidlasiass
il a o [ & @ & 6 A ] ] a & ] v o & Y=g < &
vagluiadinegneudszaumaniudiiu dezaunmsshisuidnngdamdemfadulile amuluwitias wdlyia
A 9 a e A o > a & &
dwalioulaseainsgUuuy (formal structure) Tudaraudszsumaniaduienladdnydansifiaduesdszaunisol
& | 6§ A w;ﬁ' t:io v a o‘ﬁﬁ/&/ Aa o =K 1 <3 o e w & v o AR v A v
uwazaawdUviaudunuiiasildifanmdiniiwduiadiin adslsfiomdwmivduiug naddiniwieanadila
A a X & | &€= @ o \ v a . Py P & A a & o I
'ﬂmmumﬂﬂamsﬁﬂm@laauﬂmuu‘lﬂgmmmu (judgement) NNAYLTBUTEWIRRDILLUABLULILATIZAUAZRILATIER
.+ o . e a SR 2 W .
(Kant, 1998 : 127-215) §wiuduy undsnannauazllgmidadudinrnzniadewainuidanfonmsiauluiafodan

o o A A, - % a & € 1 a a A oo . ' o
antduanufanaas g nammummamim@mmaomamumamwmm&mﬂunm'svl,ﬂnau%m

51Ul NwAIUNY W38 representation NUUANIINALLBTIN Vorstellung VadduriBuianunuissaaasad WU waILnuauaNNAe
A €4 & A AN ve o o o o ' ' o A & a Aa o X P = |
vasFuifidudefldivanndasemaivfidhanaiaduenmn ninmwdunusesdiiiduladowusfitasiduined sunaudlrivas

a ' o o o = 4 = o o o o o e o o v o4 & o
Famzazs udmwaunuvasdw Wlgnewdud dasnnaewdiisuwusivenudilalilsdmusnunsiu Samosasusnaanainni

Vol.45 No.2 May-August 2023 8



Journal of Arts and Thai Studies Winding Life Path of ‘Concept’ in the History of Western Philosophy

Taiuarasnuiisuinasdudanniiivsdeanlumomsanufeiafiouuasiu Lwiﬁs]"aaglunsauﬁmﬁmﬁuﬁ'iﬂ
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