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Abstract

Background and Objectives: International labor migration is a crucial factor driving the economic development
of various countries. In Thailand, there has been a substantial influx of migrant workers, particularly following the
easing of the COVID-19 pandemic. To enhance the understanding of the patterns and characteristics of the
distribution of migrant workers entering Thailand, this makes the researcher feel interested in studying the
migration situations and distribution of migrant workers within the country during the years 2013 and 2023. The
focus is on analyzing the spatial distribution and occupational characteristics of migrant workers from CLMV
countries (Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, and Vietnam).

Methods: This research adopted a quantitative approach, beginning with an analysis of the reported data on
migrant workers registered with the Department of Employment between 2013 and 2023. The data were presented
in the form of descriptive statistics using frequency distribution tables. The findings were then analyzed through
the theoretical framework of migration laws and international labor movement theories.

Results: The results indicated that the number of migrant workers has shown an increasing trend, rising from
1,183,835 in 2013 to 2,613,373 in 2023, an increase of 1,429,518 workers. The primary factor behind this rise is
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by the Thai government in 2018, which facilitated the formal
importation of labor from Myanmar, Laos, and Cambodia, leading to a significant increase in the number of migrant
workers. However, during the COVID-19 pandemic (2019-2020), the number of migrant workers decreased but
rebounded as the pandemic situation eased. The majority of migrant workers are in Bangkok, with 607,540
workers, accounting for 23.25% of the total. This is followed by Samut Sakhon, Samut Prakan, and Chonburi,
with Yasothon having the fewest migrant workers at approximately 533. Regionally, in 2023, Bangkok and its
metropolitan area had the highest number of migrant workers, followed by the Eastern and Southern regions,
while the Northeastern region had the fewest. Focusing on the CLMV group, the study found that in 2023, the
majority of migrant workers came from Myanmar (1,708,739 workers, 62.66%), followed by Cambodia, Laos, and
Vietnam, respectively. Most of these workers are employed in the industrial sector, followed by the service and
agricultural sectors.

Application of this study: The findings of this study can be applied to better understand the migration situations
and distribution of migrant workers during the period from 2013 to 2023. Additionally, it provides a foundation for
understanding the employment patterns of migrant workers, particularly those from the CLMV group, who have
come to work in Thailand. This knowledge can be used as a framework for planning future professional skill
development for these migrant workers. This study can serve as a basis for relevant agencies to support the
planning of professional skill development and the management of migrant workers to align with labor market
demands. However, the study is limited to data on officially registered migrant workers and does not include
unregistered or undocumented migrants.

Conclusions: Over the past decade, from 2013 to 2023, Thailand has experienced a significant increase in the
number of migrant workers, primarily from Myanmar. The majority of these workers are unskilled and are
predominantly employed in the manufacturing, construction, and agricultural sectors. The spatial distribution of
migrant workers indicates a concentration in large provinces with high economic activity, resulting in fewer migrant
workers relocating to peripheral urban areas. So, to ensure sustainable labor development, Thailand must
implement policies for managing and upskilling migrant workers to equip them with the necessary skills to adapt
swiftly to changes and meet the demands of the domestic labor market. Such measures are essential for fostering

the country’s economic stability.
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Migrant Workers in Thailand between 2013-2023
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' @ @ o A o o o, a A o a Y o &
wisiuddntasigadadaniadiuaniy lasddwiu 393 au Aaiduiosas 0.02 PoITWIULTINUNIANG T09RIUT

[ o

fodsniaslass (533 aw Aatdusesuay 0.02) WWIANKDILIAY (684 An Aaidluiasaz 0.03) 5’0%’3’@1@1%7’1’9 (967 At
Aarduinuas 0.04) LazAINIAUL (989 an Aatduiouas 0.04)

nmwwazinldilul wa. 2556 ussnudssnsulngegluimiadinanaulamaassgiags Smiad
TUI99UA19MININNTT 100,000 A% lawn WAIADLAA NTINWARIUAT ULATIINIATAYT g 42 SIRTANTUTIIH
@19611%a8NI1 5,000 A %m:ﬁauﬁqmmnsz@n@ﬁmaatmmuamq‘*ﬁ'ﬂwu atnalsfinnw Tull w.a. 2566 mInszanen
=uaummu@ha@i’n"lﬁl,ﬂﬁwvlﬂﬂ”\aﬁfuﬁﬂ‘gamwumumua:ﬂ%umma FWAITINTAMAYAI 9 LTU NTUNNURIUAT
RRIATYNTANAT WWIAFYNIUINT TINTaTALT Jamdadualna wazdaniadnumil BTSN IIIUAIAI TN
AauTosas 55.37 V0IUIIHNUANIETIINNA 69 Table 2 waz Table 3 Vﬁiﬁl,ﬁaammnmjuﬁi‘mi’@@”{mdnLﬂuﬁuﬂf@ﬁﬁ
ﬁaamsumaLﬂswgﬁam:@ﬂéﬁaggﬂﬂﬁmww:mnﬂuguﬁnmaﬁmgsﬁaﬁwLLa:q@m%msuﬁﬂﬁ’luﬁfuﬁﬁ'aﬂﬁnﬁ

v ' o A’ dl v = a 1 = v v
AINNABINTTILLIINTIUDEININ miﬁ'[uwumaumo LNBIANNRNINAUDNEN L‘ll’]vl,ﬂ%a RN

Table 2 Migrant Workers in Thailand (2013, 2018 and 2023)

Migrant Workers Migrant Workers in Thailand Classified According To

The Size of the Number of Workers in the Province

< 5,000 42 36 33
5,000 - 15,000 19 17 15
15,001 - 50,000 9 14 18

50,001 — 100,000 4 4 5
>100,000 3 6 6
Total 77 77 77

Table 3 Most and Least Migrant Workers in 5 Provinces in Thailand

Province 2013 Province 2018 Province 2023

Most migrant workers in 5 provinces

Phuket 185,490 Bangkok 588,795 Bangkok 607,540
Bangkok 129,658 Samut Sakhon 190,020 Samut Sakhon 228,503
Chonburi 116,890 Nakhon Pathom 138,892 Samut Prakan 185,579
Pathum Thani 92,318 Nonthaburi 135,723 Chonburi 162,806
Songkhla 79,025 Chonburi 111,496 Chiangmai 131,820
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Table 3 Most and Least Migrant Workers in 5 Provinces in Thailand (cont.)

Province 2013 Province 2018 Province 2023

Least migrant workers in 5 provinces

Phatthalung 33 Phichit 280  Amnat Charoen 393
Amnat Charoen 38 Amnat Charoen 287  Yasothon 533
Mukdahan 71 Uthai Thani 386 Nong Bua Lam Phu 684
Buengkan 119 Nong Bua Lam Phu 476  Sukhothai 967
Yasothon 184 Yasothon 482 Nan 989

'
[

Tud 2023 mjuLLiamu@m@T’nﬁl%mna@luﬂi:mﬂ"lmﬂmmnm:mmﬁﬂum TaoHIUIUNIRY 1,729,063 At

v 9

@
[

Aaiduiasn: 62.66 YaIUWTINUAIIAININNG TaI8INLTHULTINUINAUNT 1% 401,184 A (Fa8aL 14.54)

=)

LAZLIIIHINNGT 230,608 At (SDUAE 8.36) FIHUIIINUINILAWINATIWIN 1,388 aw (SBLAZ 0.05) wananh g9l
LLiamuﬁmﬁnﬁLﬂuQﬂs:naumsﬂszmm 397,269 A% AALDUTBHAT 14.40 VBITIUINLIIINUANIAIINIRNA ?Taga

@T&nsin%"lﬁl,ﬁu'jﬁLLidmu@ha@Tﬁ'sﬁmimzﬁ;n@?”aasi'm'vsm LL'Li,usl,ungamwumumua:ﬁ'uﬁﬂ%umma PYWeNNIA

o a & = o ' v o o A o
@]:’J%E]EmLamm%a"ﬂE]\‘i‘]_lizmﬂvl,‘ﬂﬂ&lﬂ’]iﬂi:fgﬂ@n‘ﬂadLLNG’]%@]’N@’I’JI%R@]U@]’W]&I@ @d Table 4

Table 4 Number of Migrant Workers Classified by Nationality in CiImv Countries in 2023

Employers

Migrant Workers

Total Myanmar Laos Cambodia Vietham

Thailand 2,759,512 397,269 2,362,243 1,729,063 230,608 401,184 1,388
Bangkok Metropolitan Region 1,404,989 191,348 1,213,641 905,154 135,831 171,654 1,002
Central 164,645 19,265 145,380 111,782 10,474 23,073 51
Northern 156,062 29,998 126,064 121,770 3,747 546 1
Northeastern 72,052 17,594 54,458 19,659 22,827 11,902 70
Southern 375,957 61,429 314,528 286,601 18,984 8,794 149
Eastern 414,040 57,580 356,460 141,184 34,623 180,565 88
Western 171,767 20,055 151,712 142,913 4,122 4,650 27

(Source: Foreign Workers Administration Office, 2024)

aRnIanfaandwuasussnudiidn anfuldhaulngimadenulumegasmwnssninie laofiduwiug
A9 874,346 au Aaldutouas 31.68 VBILTHIUAIRIININNG F898INNABANANNTABETS (508,369 A Tauas 18.42)
MIANEI NIRIUEAN WazNITaNs UsH (500,784 an S8z 18.15) LazNIALNBAINTIN NIaaad waznnyia 'l
(305,987 A Jauay 11.09) :vhumﬂmﬁaoLLi'LLa:mﬁmﬁmﬂumﬂﬁﬁmﬁwLLiamu@haﬁnﬁaﬂﬁqﬂ Tagfies 2,041 an
Aausouaz 0.07 TaIuTINUNIALG lafnnandszinnasardwdiussnudsdiduunaudymd wud ussnuan
ﬂi:mmﬁyumd’mlmg‘ﬁnmuiumaqma’mmiwmswﬁm sosaRlunIaMInassns waznIANIIANES MIANUAN wae
MITaNEIBIUG AURNGL FIUUIIHUTNA Fanlngrinulunanisias MIRUEN LazNIITauEIUE A
sasasnduniagasnnITunINGa uazmannEaT auday wisnudssnanuy s ulngvinulunie
nInaaing 104adNndUuNIAAMPNITNNIHEG WATNIANMINBAT MNIAL uazLIswIzInAdsauy daulng
raulunianisdias nsd1dan uazmigensusud sasasnnduningaannIzanMInga waznIANMILINITNTH

FIAN WATMIUTNNTEIUYAARDYH ) ANAINY
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Table 5 Number of CLMV Migrant Workers Classified by Occupation in 2023

Occupation category Total Employer Migrant Workers

Total

Myanmar Laos Cambodia  Vietnam

Total 2,759,512 397,269 2,362,243 1,729,063 230,608 401,184 1,388
Agriculture, hunting, and forestry 305,987 31,581 274,406 190,128 29,306 54,959 13
Fishing 37,205 4,129 33,076 23,706 1,135 8,234 1
Mining and quarrying 2,041 286 1,755 1,398 105 252 -
Manufacturing 874,346 65,611 808,735 656,594 45,159 106,501 481
Construction 508,369 47,340 461,029 317,001 15,100 128,850 78
Wholesale and retail trade and repair 500,784 101,016 399,768 270,786 74,928 53,469 585

of motor vehicles

Transportation and storage 19,187 2,306 16,881 12,262 839 3,764 16
Real estate, rental and business 31,145 6,324 24,821 15,931 6,574 2,310 6
services

Health and social work services 5,722 1,242 4,480 3,588 539 351 2
Community, social and other personal 282,168 51,855 230,313 165,951 28,586 35,672 104
services

Private household employee 192,558 85,579 106,979 71,718 28,337 6,822 102

(Source: Foreign Workers Administration Office, 2024)
ajduazanilsnauan1sd@nm (Conclusion and Discussion)
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