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Abstract

Background and Objectives: Beliefs about “sin” that are prevalent in Thai society are closely linked to Buddhist
thoughts and a collectivist social structure. The analysis of linguistic strategies can reveal the influence of language
in shaping individuals’ behavior within Thai society. This study aims to investigate linguistic strategies and analyze
the discursive, social, and cultural practices within the conceptual framework of “committing sin” in the discourse
of electronic books produced by Wat Phra Dhammakaya.

Methods: This research article employs Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis framework (1995) and Kress &
van Leeuwen’s visual analysis approach (2006). The data were collected from the e-books produced by Wat Phra
Dhammakaya, which have been disseminated via the website www.kalyanamitra.org since 2002.

Results: The findings identify four main linguistic strategies: 1) lexical choice, 2) metaphor and implication,
3) reasoning, and 4) discourse. Discursively, the manuscript production process is led by monks and distributed
through the Dhammakaya Foundation. In terms of social and cultural practices, the study reveals that Thai notions
of “sin” are influenced by three key concepts: 1) the understanding of “merit-sin” and “virtue and retribution” in
Thai society, 2) the understanding of “suffering-happiness,” in Thai society, and 3) the understanding of “karma”
in Thai society. Furthermore, the study identifies two outcomes of the ideology of “sin”: 1) sin as a mechanism for
restoring justice, and 2) the construction of the concept of the realms of hell in Thai society.

Application of this study: The research findings indicate that the reproduction of traditional discourses is
facilitated by communication processes in which “insiders” easily accept the authority of the discourse. The “sin”
discourse which spreads in Thai society is deeply intertwined with Thai-like Buddhist thoughts and the collectivist
nature of social structures.

Conclusions: The study of discourse in the electronic books produced by Wat Phra Dhammakaya provides
insight into the role of language in constructing meaning and reproducing ideological frameworks. It also enhances
the understanding of the role of “partial textual reproduction through adaptation for presenting in modern media”
as a mechanism of socialization and its function of providing spiritual grounding and moral guidance as well as
giving hope and encouragement to a group of people in society.
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Figure 1 An Applied Framework Integrating Fairclough’s Approach to Discourse Analysis With Kress and Van Leeuwen’s

(Source: Fairclough, 1955; Kress & van Leeuwen, 2006)
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Table 1. Linguistic strategies associated with conceptualizations of "committing sin" in the discourse of electronic books produced by Wat

Phra Dhammakaya
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o v &4 o A
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. AN AEINUWIN (Terminology related to hell)
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0 N O g » 0N

. MIFTUMANT (Word formation)
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Table 1. Linguistic strategies associated with conceptualizations of "committing sin" in the discourse of electronic books produced by Wat

Phra Dhammakaya (cont.)
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