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Abstract

Background and Objectives: Although compliments can foster positive feelings in listeners, giving compliments
may be challenging for second language learners due to cross-cultural differences in topics and strategies. This
research article aims to investigate the speech act of compliment performed by Chinese learners of Thai from the
perspective of interlanguage pragmatics, considering the social status of the interlocutors.

Methods: Data were collected using a context-enriched discourse completion task. The participants included 100
Chinese learners of Thai, who are also native Chinese speakers, and 50 native Thai speakers.

Results: The research results reveal that in the cases where the speakers have equal status to the listeners,
Chinese learners of Thai and native Thai speakers tend to give compliments in a similar manner, with a frequency
exceeding 99%. However, in the cases where the speakers have lower status than the listeners, Chinese learners
of Thai tend to give compliments with significantly higher frequency than native Thai speakers. Furthermore, when
choosing to compliment, both Chinese learners of Thai and native Thai speakers preferred explicit compliment
strategies over implicit compliment strategies. Nevertheless, differences in the use of certain strategies were
observed, which may hinder the effective conveyance of intention, such as the use of love expressions by Chinese
learners of Thai. Regarding the decision not to give compliments, the factors affecting decision-making differed
between Chinese learners of Thai and native Thai speakers. Chinese learners of Thai tended to prioritize their
own feelings and thoughts, as well as their linguistic limitations in Thai. In contrast, native Thai speakers placed
greater emphasis on the social status of the interlocutors.

Application of this study: The research results reveal the characteristics of how Chinese learners of Thai use
the speech act of compliment, which can be further applied to the development of Thai language teaching for
Chinese learners.

Conclusions: The study of compliments by Chinese learners of Thai from the perspective of interlanguage
pragmatics demonstrates the characteristics of performing the speech act of compliment by the Chinese learners
of Thai, including their decisions on of whether or not to give compliments, the selection of language strategies
for expressing compliments, and the reasons for not to give compliments. The research considers the status
factors of the interlocutors, including compliments made by speakers with equal status to the listeners, as well as
compliments made by speakers with lower status than the listeners. The results reveal how Chinese learners of
Thai use the Thai language to convey compliment intentions, showing similarities and differences with native

speakers, which can be used as a guideline for teaching and learning Thai as a second language.
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Table 1 Questionnaire results on Compliments in Equal-Status Compliment Cases
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No Compliment 1 00.25 1 00.50 2 0.50
Total 400 100 200 100 400 100
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Table 2 Summary of Linguistic Strategies in Equal-Status Compliment Cases

CLT NST NSC
Frequency % Frequency % Frequency %
Primary Strategies 596 80.98 516 85.86 683 76.57
Explicit Compliment 429 58.29 260 43.26 413 46.30
Implicit Compliment 167 22.69 256 42.60 270 30.27
Supporting strategies 140 19.02 85 14.14 209 23.43
Total 736 100 601 100 892 100
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Table 3 Occurrence of Primary Strategies in Equal-Status Compliment Cases

CLT NST NSC

Primary Strategies Frequency % Frequency % Frequency %

Explicit Compliment 429 58.29 260 43.26 413 46.30
Implicit Compliment 167 22.69 256 42.60 270 30.27
1) comment 66 8.97 82 13.64 93 10.43
2) information question 46 6.25 85 14.14 63 7.06
3) offer a return 16 217 11 1.83 27 3.03
4) request 10 1.36 15 2.50 22 2.47
5) want statement 6 0.82 8 1.33 9 1.01
6) thanking 5 0.68 16 2.66 7 0.78
7) expressing surprise 5 0.68 1 0.17 11 1.23
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Table 3 Occurrence of Primary Strategies in Equal-Status Compliment Cases (cont.)

CLT NST NSC
Primary Strategies Frequency % Frequency % Frequency %
8) contrast 4 0.54 - - 10 1.12
9) joke 4 0.54 17 2.83 14 1.57
10) expressing support 3 0.41 2 0.33 5 0.56
11) mentioning 2 0.27 5 0.83 9 1.01
12) assumption - - 14 2.33 - -
Total 596 80.98 516 85.86 683 76.57
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Table 4 Occurrence of Supporting Strategies in Equal-Status Compliment Cases

CLT NST NSC

Supporting strategies Frequency % Frequency % Frequency %

1) Appreciation Tokens 77 10.46 38 6.32 73 8.18
2) Interjections 24 3.26 22 3.66 59 6.61
3) Address Terms 21 2.85 10 1.66 58 6.50
4) Conversation Openers 14 1.90 13 2.16 11 1.23
5) Love expressions 3 0.41 - - 7 0.78
6) Laughter expressions 1 0.14 2 0.33 1 0.11
RIeEY 140 19.02 85 14.14 209 23.43
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Table 5 Questionnaire Results on Compliments in Lower-Status Compliment Cases

CLT NST NSC
Responses % Responses % Responses %
Compliment 354 88.50 140 70.00 360 90.00
No Compliment 46 11.50 60 30.00 40 10.00
Total 400 100 200 100 400 100
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Table 6 Summary of Linguistic Strategies in Lower-Status Compliment Cases

CLT NST NSC
Frequency % Frequency % Frequency %
Primary Strategies 517 78.81 328 87.23 538 67.08
Explicit Compliment 310 47.26 175 46.54 297 37.03
Implicit Compliment 207 31.55 153 40.69 241 30.05
Supporting strategies 139 21.19 48 12.77 264 32.92
Total 656 100 376 100 802 100
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Table 7 Occurrence of Primary Strategies in Lower-Status Compliment Cases

CLT NST NSC

Primary Strategies Frequency % Frequency % Frequency %

Explicit Compliment 310 47.26 175 46.54 297 37.03
Implicit Compliment 207 31.55 153 40.69 241 30.05
1) comment 129 19.66 78 20.74 136 16.96
2) thanking 42 6.40 28 7.45 63 7.86
3) offer a return 11 1.68 9 2.39 14 1.75
4) information question 9 1.37 16 4.26 6 0.75
5) assumption 5 0.76 7 1.86 7 0.87
6) mentioning 3 0.46 5 1.33 8 1.00
7) contrast 3 0.46 1 0.27 4 0.50
8) joke 3 0.46 3 0.80 2 0.25
9) want statement 2 0.30 1 0.27 1 0.12
10) expressing support - - 5 1.33 - -

Total 517 78.81 328 87.23 538 67.08
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Table 8 Occurrence of Supporting Strategies in Lower-Status Compliment Cases

CLT NST NSC

Supporting strategies Frequency % Frequency % Frequency %

1) Address Terms 69 10.52 10 2.66 189 23.57
2) Appreciation Tokens 40 6.10 20 5.32 42 5.24
3) Preparators 18 2.74 12 3.19 16 2.00
4) Conversation Openers 7 1.07 1 0.27 & 0.37
5) Interjections 5 0.76 5 1.33 11 1.37
6) Love expressions - - - - 8 0.37
Total 139 21.19 48 12.77 264 32.92
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Table 9 Reasons for the Absence of Compliments in Lower-Status Compliment Cases

CLT NST NSC
Reasons for No Compliments Frequency % Frequency % Frequency %
Speaker-Oriented 38 82.61 16 26.23 31 77.50
1) topic of the compliment 5 10.87 3 4.92 6 15.00
2) timing and context 3 6.52 1 1.64 6 15.00
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Table 9 Reasons for the Absence of Compliments in Lower-Status Compliment Cases (cont.)

CLT NST NSC
Reasons for No Compliments Frequency % Frequency % Frequency %
3) choosing alternative actions 16 34.78 9 14.75 15 37.50
4) personal feelings 6 13.04 - - 4 10.00
5) uncertainty in complimenting 2 4.35 3 4.92 - -
6) language proficiency concerns 6 13.04 - - - -
Hearer-Oriented 4 8.70 36 59.02 3 7.50
1) hearer’s status 4 8.70 34 55.74 & 7.50
2) hearer’s feelings - - 2 3.28 - -
Speaker & Hearer-Oriented 4 8.70 9 14.75 6 15.00
1) familiarity between interlocutors 4 8.70 9 14.75 6 15.00
Total 46 100 61 100 40 100
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