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Abstract

Background and Objectives: The transformation of economic and social structures, driven by capitalism,
alongside advancements in technology and communication, and the development of infrastructure, have
collectively facilitated migration across all age groups. This includes youth migrants, who are either currently
enrolled in the formal education system or have recently graduated. Understanding the causes of the migration
of the youth migrant group can reflect the opportunities afforded by societal shifts. Therefore, this research aims
to investigate the causes of youth migration in Thailand and the factors associated with the causes of youth
migration in Thailand. This study focuses on internal migration in Thailand.

Methods: Quantitative research with a cross-sectional design was utilized. The unit of analysis was the individual.
The sample consisted of 1,917 youth migrants aged 15-24 years at the time of the 2023 survey. The data were
derived from the microdata of the Population Migration Survey Project, collected by the National Statistical Office
of Thailand between October and December 2023. Descriptive statistics and Chi-square tests were employed to
analyze the factors associated with the causes of youth migration in Thailand. The research findings were
presented with a narrative accompanied by tables.

Results: The results found that the majority of youth migrants were female, single, aged 19-24 years, and had
completed upper secondary education. Most originated from the Northeast and South regions, with primary
destinations being urban areas in the Northeast, Central, and South regions. Nearly half of this group had resided
in their destination areas for less than one year. Regarding the causes of youth migration in Thailand, education
was the primary reason for migration, accounting for 54%, followed by family reunification. Specifically, older youth
migrants (19-24 years), both male and female, who were single, originated from the Northeast and South, and
lived in urban areas, primarily migrated for education. In contrast, younger youth migrants (15-18 years)
predominantly migrated to follow their families. Additionally, married or previously married youth migrants with
diplomas or higher education primarily migrated for economic reasons. A higher proportion of economic migration
was observed among youth migrants who had resided in their destinations for less than one year compared to
those who had stayed for more than one year.

Application of this study: This study contributes to the development of the body of knowledge on the causes of
youth migration. The findings are valuable for policymakers in developing appropriate policies and measures to
support youth migrants appropriately, for instance, developing the welfare systems for young migrants or adjusting
the economic structure and development to align with the evolving trends of this age group, in order to enable
their full potential.

Conclusions: This study employed a quantitative research approach using a cross-sectional design, drawing
upon the data from the 2023 Migration Survey conducted by the National Statistical Office of Thailand. The sample
consisted of 1,917 adolescent migrants aged 15-24 years. The findings revealed that the majority of adolescent
migrants were female, single, aged between 19 and 24, and migrated primarily for educational purposes, followed
by family-related reasons. The younger adolescents tended to migrate to follow their families, while older and
more highly educated individuals migrated mainly for economic reasons. The study indicated that adolescent
migration is associated with age group, marital status, educational level, and duration of residence at the
destination. These findings can serve as a foundation for formulating policies and measures to better support

adolescent migrants in alignment with the current economic and social contexts.
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Factors Associated with the Causes of Migration among Youth Migrants in Thailand, E5487 (1-14)

Table 1 Percentage of Youth Migrants Classified by Demographic Characteristics, Migration Characteristics and Migration

Reasons of Youth Migrants

Youth migrants Migration Reasons Total

For economic For education For family (1,917)

reunification

1. Demographic Characteristics

Gender
Male 18.0 52.3 29.7 100.0 (821)
Female 14.3 55.3 304 100.0 (1,096)
Chi-square = 4.915 df. = 2 Sig. = 0.086
Age
15 — 18 years 9.0 38.1 52.9 100.0 (323)
19 — 24 years 17.3 57.2 255 100.0 (1,594)

Chi-square = 97.281 df. = 2 Sig. = 0.001 CC. = 0.220

Marital status

Single 13.1 65.3 216 100.0 (1,552)
Married 21.4 3.6 75.0 100.0 (28)
Widowed, Divorced or Separated 28.2 6.2 65.6 100.0 (337)

Chi-square = 429.141 df. = 4 Sig. = 0.001 CC. = 0.428

Education Level

Pre elementary 60.0 0.0 40.0 100.0 (10)
Primary 21.9 9.7 68.4 100.0 (114)
Lower secondary 21.6 27.5 50.9 100.0 (406)
Upper secondary 9.7 76.4 13.9 100.0 (1,160)
Diploma 36.1 22.9 41.0 100.0 (83)
Bachelor’s degree or higher 29.9 5.4 64.7 100.0 (147)

Chi-square = 652.678 df. = 10 Sig. = 0.001 CC. = 0.504

2. Migration Characteristics

Origin Area
Bangkok Metropolitan Region 21.2 379 40.9 100.0 (66)
Central 19.9 344 457 100.0 (346)
Northern 19.3 421 38.6 100.0 (306)
Northeastern 11.8 71.9 16.3 100.0 (795)
Southern 17.1 47.0 35.9 100.0 (404)

Chi-square = 195.448 df. = 8 Sig. = 0.001 CC. = 0.304

Destination Area

Bangkok Metropolitan Region 341 56.6 9.3 100.0 (226)
Central 25.8 254 48.8 100.0 (365)
Northern 18.0 38.5 435 100.0 (278)
Northeastern 3.2 80.2 16.6 100.0 (681)
Southern 16.9 43.9 39.2 100.0 (367)

Chi-square = 442.807 df. = 8 Sig. = 0.001 CC. = 0.433
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Factors Associated with the Causes of Migration among Youth Migrants in Thailand, E5487 (1-14)

Table 1 Percentage of Youth Migrants Classified by Demographic Characteristics, Migration Characteristics and Migration

Reasons of Youth Migrants (cont.)

Youth migrants Migration Reasons Total

For economic For education For family (1,917)

reunification

Residential Area
Urban areas 14.6 63.3 221 100.0 (1,532)
Rural areas 21.0 17.2 61.8 100.0 (385)
Chi-square = 20.147 df. = 2 Sig. = 0.001 CC. = 0.363

Duration of Stay in The Destination

Less than 1 year 24.7 27.3 48.0 100.0 (469)
1 year 16.6 55.5 27.9 100.0 (562)
2 year 12.0 64.7 23.3 100.0 (485)
3 year 8.3 72.5 19.2 100.0 (302)
4 year 13.1 62.6 24.2 100.0 (99)

Chi-square = 203.648 df. = 8 Sig. = 0.001 CC. = 0.310

aigﬂuaxaﬁﬂswwamsﬁnm (Conclusion and Discussion)
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Factors Associated with the Causes of Migration among Youth Migrants in Thailand, E5487 (1-14)
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