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Abstract

Background and Objectives: The provincial hero worship incantation is a newly emergent literary form that has
developed within the past three decades. Characterized by the use of literary language imbued with sacred
connotations, it is composed either in Pali, employing formal grammatical structures, or culturally adapted forms
within the Thai tradition, including refined Thai verse. The study of such incantations illuminates prevailing belief
systems and the cultural roles of Thais. This research aims to analyze provincial hero worship incantations in
relation to belief systems and to analyze the roles and functions of provincial hero worship incantations.
Methods: This study employs folkloristic fieldwork methods, including photographic documentation of provincial
hero worship plaques and interviews with ritual practitioners responsible for the annual commemoration
ceremonies. Data were collected during the period 2023-2025.

Results: The texts display three main structures: 1) invocation of the Triple Gem or other sacred entities, 2)
summoning of the heroes’ spirits and praise of heroic deeds, and 3) the offering of ritual items and the seeking
of blessings. In the analysis of the relationship between language and ritual as manifested in provincial hero
worship incantations, three types of relationships were identified: 1) the connection between Thai national history
and provincial heroes, 2) the interaction between supernatural power and humans, and 3) the functional of sacred
elements in binding communities. Functionally, the incantations serve both psychological and social purposes.
The continued existence of provincial hero worship incantations is attributed to the cultivation of local identity and
the cultural value of symbolic kinship affiliation in Thai culture.

Application of this study: This research supports efforts to inscribe provincial hero worship practices as intangible
cultural heritage under the domains of social practices, rituals, customs, and festivals. The analysis of provincial
hero worship incantations and the ritual functions associated with belief systems may help to reflect shifts in
worship practices, revealing a transition from community-based traditions to contexts in which governmental
agencies play an increasingly significant role.

Conclusions: The analysis of provincial hero worship incantations enhances understanding of Thai belief systems
and their cultural functions, as well as the factors underpinning their continuity. This study serves as a reflection
of the forms and characteristics of beliefs concerning supernatural power, which constitute a deeply rooted belief

culture in Thai society, with Buddhism functioning as an outer framework that envelops and shapes these beliefs.
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Figure 1 An Applied Framework Integrating Patton’s Approach and Kress and Roger’s

(Source: Patton, 2005; Roger, 1971)
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Table 1 Format of the Provincial Hero Worship Text

Format of the Provincial Hero Worship Text

Pali Language Pali Language with Thai Translation Thai Language

uwgmwr;yw”ﬁw uwyjmws:momum? uwymwsxﬁ'ﬂﬁm:

(Bot Bucha Phaya Mangrai)
unymwaywitiies

(Bot Bucha Pho Khun Ngam Mueang)
UY]H‘H’]WRFJ’IVL’DFJﬁGﬂT]&I

(Bot Bucha Phraya Chai Songkhram)
UNUTIWITINRTATLAN

(Bot Bucha Phraya Phichai Dap Hak)

UNYTEUAIWITETINTYN 8

(Bot Bucha Somdet Phra Sanphet Thi Paet)

‘UVIH‘IT’]EI&I WWansE el

(Bot Bucha Somdet Phra Narai Maharat)

(Bot Bucha Phra Nang Chamthewi)

UNYTWNUNNNIEERT inetauns

(Bot Bucha Thao Thep Kasattri Thao Si

Sunthon)

(Bot Bucha Phra Phakdi Decha)
UNYTIWIZUATAILTING

(Bot Bucha Phra Nakhon Si Borirak)
uwymwnﬂs:nmswzﬁmaﬁ

(Bot Bucha Phra Prathum Warat
Suriyawong)

UNYT NI TIFITANAATANG
(Bot Bucha Phraya Damrong Surarit
Mahison Phakdi)

UNYT NI I TY3AT

(Bot Bucha Phraya Wichian Khiri)
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Table 1 Format of the Provincial Hero Worship Text (cont.)

Format of the Provincial Hero Worship Text

Pali Language Pali Language with Thai Translation Thai Language

uwymwxﬁwmnﬁuum%m

(Bot Bucha Phra Chao Taksin Maharat)
U“nH’ﬂ‘WWi:FJ’IfEJﬂ;WY]S

(Bot Bucha Phraya Chai Sunthon)
UNYTINTEENANATUNA

(Bot Bucha Phraya Phakdi Chumphon)
UnyTIgIa

(Bot Bucha Thao Suranari)
u“{lgmﬂm%mﬁ;uwsmﬂq(ﬂuﬁ'ﬂ(ﬁf
(Bot Bucha Krom Luang Chumphon Khet
Udomsak)
uwg‘mws:ﬁ'}ﬁ%ﬁuﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘n

(Bot Bucha Phra Chao Si

Thammarasokarat)

a o J vAa @ o vAa @ >

‘luuwmwmaﬂugawazmmuamww:uwgmmmmﬁ I@mpauazu,ﬂau,amammwmumnuaz"hmmtﬁ
yadunlng muuﬂgﬂmwnmamaJm%‘ua:uwgmﬁnmwm:ﬁm%’ ﬁnﬂ%'qum a:ﬁ@mummﬂamﬂuwgm
mnmﬁl,ﬂ‘mﬁgﬂl,l,uuma"hmnsniwudwﬁ 2 anNwme Aa 1) m‘m@iawgmmwﬁﬂ%mmﬂimmma' LAz 2) NTLES
Uﬂg"mmwa”nvhmnsrﬁmmmﬁlui’wuﬁﬁﬂm LTU “nvw:ﬁugﬁqf:ﬁw:nwzfn” ABANNAINA1INNNTUTENaUANA

A A o o A A =2 o v A o & & A & A A

meufilusadsnia Ao MIweFuE” w8 DIIRIANIWEUS laggsnslronsoianway ds “2133:ln” Naniardn
uwy;mmaaﬂu%mﬂﬂuLﬁa’Lm"'Lumiﬂi:nauﬂﬁmwﬁauﬂﬁamﬂuwnwaﬁ fa “m=m’” NNTBYALNYTININANIFINITD
”’Jmiﬁzﬂmaﬁﬂwwgmﬁ‘hLLunvl@TLﬂu 3 §I% A%

Table 2 The Structure of Heroic Veneration Rites in the Province

The Structure of Heroic Veneration Rites in the Province

Opening Section Middle Section Closing Section
WiEMIQUNIZTAUATY Wi0 syifnde mMIRTIAs A MUMIITYTE [radfnemasasanniz]
ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁr (Praising the hero’s merits and [May include words of offering ritual objects]
(Paying homage to the Triple Gem, or contributions) NIVaNT
invoking sacred beings) NITURAIAINLATIN (Requesting blessings)
MINANWINITYTH I8 dTayadd (Expressing respect)
R TR T [enadidnnmasassnns]
(Reciting the name of the hero, [May include words of offering ritual objects]
or invoking the spirit of the hero) [miwﬁmﬁ/am]

[May include a blessing request]
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Figure 2 Sacred Invocation to Phraya Chai Sunthorn at Kalasin Province

(Source: Runra, 2023)
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Figure 3 Sacred Invocation to King Taksin the Great at Rayong Province

(Source: Runra, 2024)
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@4 Table 3

Table 3 Words of Tribute to Heroes

Expressions of Admiration Meaning List of Heroes
ananilndii wzAfing wzAniln fidwa wazen loassaay
(Leadership) (Mahitikam Mahitthiko) (Powerful) (Phraya Chai Songkhram)

WIZEANATUNS

(Phraya Phakdi Chumphon)
wuslases i szang WIZNNTIAILAN
(Maresodhaya) (Power to overcome evil) (Phraya Phichai Dap Hak)
ARG QIIRIS: Q@fsﬂmtﬁaa WIZEANATUNS
(JayabhUmithaniyanam) (Founder of the city) (Phraya Phakdi Chumphon)
TN ;‘QJTLﬂme@)‘ﬁm”amw NI N FUNWITT
(Rajadeva) (A king like a deity) (Phra Chao Taksin Maharat)

wizinesssTulanme

(Phra Chao Si Thammarasokarat)

VI Hinasas NIZNNTEATUAN
(Rajavinata) (Leader) (Phraya Phichai Dap Hak)
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Table 3 Words of Tribute to Heroes (cont.)

Expressions of Admirati Meaning List of Heroes
ananiugiin L9 Hunasas WIZWNNNT
(Leadership) (Rajjam) (Administrator) (Phra Nang Chamthewi)
mMwzAugnIlas {lahadiasmwiug WIZENTHFUNT
(Kalasindhukarapetan) (Founder of Kalasin City) (Phraya Chai Sunthon)
IndunaFR: Qﬁé“n%qw%{
(Iddhimantassa) (Powerful figure)
S IGINEEE HiTygniasas
(Juttimantassa) (Enlightened intellect)
anaiuiinsy THHTWAIAFAS WAIUAITEITIAS wizen lougenay
(Bravery as a warrior) (Jayyapalansastam) (Power of victory) (Phraya Chai Songkhram)
Tegz T wizenlougenay
(Cayya) (Victory) (Phraya Chai Songkhram)
TEHEG TEITUE NI AAMNFUNRIINT
(Jayatu) (Victory) (Phra Chao Taksin Maharat)
anailuwlsnal awylay fiynndalwg FULAIWIZIN TS DI T
(Scholarly wisdom) (Mahapaiifio) (Possessing great wisdom) (Somdet Phra Narai Maharat)
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Table 4 Comparative Expressions in Praise of Heroes
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