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Abstract

Background and Objectives: “Jia Pung Tao Gong” (EZIKE,E//}) revered as the guardian deity of the city by the
Chinese community in Suphan Buri Province, represents a belief tradition that originated from the migration of
Chinese settlers to the central region of Thailand, bringing with them their ancestral rituals and religious practices.
The establishment of the City Pillar Shrine reflects the efforts of the Chinese community to preserve their cultural
identity while seeking security, stability, and prosperity in their new homeland. This article aims to examine the
worship of Jia Pung Tao Gong (1 4~ ¥H ') among the Chinese community in Suphan Buri by analyzing its historical
background, symbolic meanings, and social functions. It seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of the
beliefs and cultural practices of the Chinese community in Suphan Buri. The findings may be applied to the
development of educational resources, the preservation of Sino—Thai cultural heritage, the design of cultural
tourism, and the enrichment of academic knowledge concerning the social and cultural landscape of Suphan Buri.
Methods: This research is grounded in a methodological framework that emphasizes the analysis of beliefs in
relation to local historical contexts. It focuses on analyzing data collected through fieldwork at shrines dedicated
to “Jia Pung Tao Gong” in Suphan Buri and nearby provinces, together with documentary sources related to the
beliefs and worship of “Jia Pung Tao Gong” among Chinese communities in Thailand. The findings are compiled
and presented in the form of analytical description in order to clearly illustrate the historical and cultural meanings
associated with the worship of this deity.

Results: “Jia Pung Tao Gong” is the name of a deity associated with the Chinese tradition of venerating local
guardian deities, or “Chinese tutelary gods,” worshipped by the Chinese community in Suphan Buri. This belief
has spread throughout all districts of Suphan Buri and has also exerted religious and cultural influence on
neighboring provinces. The belief originates from the Chinese veneration of local guardian deities known as
“Tudigong” (iﬂﬂé\\), who are believed to be sacred beings responsible for protecting a particular area and are
regarded as the spiritual owners of that place. Over time, the scope of this protective role expanded from a specific
locality to the wider community level, where the deity came to be known as “Bentougong” or “Pung Tao Gong”
(ZIKEE/A\). Eventually, the deity’s protective authority developed further to encompass the city level, becoming
known as “Chenghuanggong” or “Sia Ung Gong” (#ﬁﬁf‘r_z\), meaning “City God” or “Guardian Deity of the City
Pillar.” In the case of Suphan Buri, the iconographic form of Pung Tao Gong is represented by a four-armed
image of Lord Vishnu carved from stone. For this reason, the Chinese community in the area came to call the
deity “Jia Pung Tao Gong,” meaning a city guardian deity embodied in a stone image, as the word “jia” means
“stone.” Thus, “Jia Pung Tao Gong” has continued to be venerated through a syncretic form of worship that
combines Thai Brahmanical traditions with Chinese religious practices among Chinese devotees in the border
area of three provinces up to the present day: Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Suphan Buri, and Nakhon Pathom.
Application of this study: In the dimensions of promoting education and preserving local culture, the findings of
this study can be applied to the development of educational materials on the history and Chinese—Thai culture of
Suphan Buri Province. Regarding the development of cultural tourism, the insights into beliefs and rituals can
inform the design of cultural tourism routes centered on the Jia Pung Tao Gong Shrine. Moreover, from a socio-
cultural perspective, this research provides a valuable database for scholars in anthropology, local history, and

beliefs studies.
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Conclusions: The belief in “Jia Pung Tao Gong” within the Chinese community of Suphan Buri is manifested
through three principal city guardian deities, narrated as three siblings. The eldest is the city guardian deity of
Mueang Suphan Buri District, the middle sibling is Chao Pho Phra Ya Chak at Tha Phra Market, U Thong District,
and the youngest is Chao Pho Chak Narai at Wat Khao Phra, also in U Thong District. Consequently, the city
guardian temples have become sites for the veneration of deities who protect the city and its people. This belief
has become an integral part of local culture, exemplified through the annual city pillar worship ritual, known as
the “Thing Kra Jad Festival,” held on the 18th day of the 7th month according to the Chinese lunar calendar.
Moreover, the belief of Jia Pung Tao Gong extends its influence to the border areas of three provinces— Phra
Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Suphan Buri, and Nakhon Pathom—as well as Bangkok. The worship reflects a harmonious
integration of Chinese, Hindu, and Thai religious and spiritual beliefs, encompassing aspects of religion, culture,
and animistic traditions.
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Figure 1 The Deity Statue of ‘Jia Peng Te Gong’, Carved From Wood Rather Than Stone,
At the City Pillar Shrine, Lat Bua Luang District, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Province

(Source: Ninsa-nguandecha, 2023a)
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Figure 2 City Pillar Shrine, Located at the Boundary Between Suphanburi and Nakhon Pathom Provinces
(Source: Suphanburi Provincial Buddhist Association, 1963 : 317)
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Table 1 Sample Table of Deity Attributes: “Jia Pung Tao Gong,” a Four-Armed Vishnu Figure Carved from Stone

Location Name of Shrine Deity Attributes
Mueang Suphanburi District City Pillar Shrine, Mueang District,

Suphanburi Province

Two Prototype Stone Figures of Four-Armed Vishnu

Wearing Cylindrical Crowns

Doem Bang Nang Buat District ~ City Pillar Shrine, Tha Chang Market, Doem
Bang Nang Buat District, Suphanburi

Province
Two Stone Figures of Four-Armed Vishnu Wearing
Cylindrical Crowns
Dan Chang District City Pillar Shrine, Nong Maka Mong
Subdistrict, Dan Chang District, Suphanburi
Province
Two Stone Figures of Four-Armed Vishnu Wearing
Cylindrical Crowns
Bang Pla Ma District City Pillar Shrine, Ban Sud Market, Phai

Kong Din Subdistrict, Bang Pla Ma District,

Suphanburi Province

Two Stone Figures of Four-Armed Vishnu Wearing

Cylindrical Crowns

Si Prachan District City Pillar Shrine, Si Prachan Market, Si

Prachan District, Suphanburi Province

Two Stone Figures of Four-Armed Vishnu Wearing

Cylindrical Crowns
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Table 1 Sample Table of Deity Attributes: “Jia Pung Tao Gong,” a Four-Armed Vishnu Figure Carved from Stone (cont.)

Location Name of Shrine ity Attributes
Don Chedi District City Pillar Shrine, Sa Kra Chom Market, Don

Chedi District, Suphanburi Province

Two Stone Figures of Four-Armed Vishnu Wearing

Cylindrical Crowns

Song Phi Nong District City Pillar Shrine, Thung Khok Subdistrict,
Song Phi Nong District, Suphanburi Province

Two Stone Figures of Four-Armed Vishnu Wearing

Cylindrical Crowns

Sam Chuk District City Pillar Shrine, Sam Chuk Market, Sam
Chuk District, Suphanburi Province

Two Stone Figures of Four-Armed Vishnu Wearing

Cylindrical Crowns
U Thong District Sa Yai Som Shrine, U Thong District, -

Suphanburi Province

Wood-Carved Figure of Jia Pung Tao Gong, Seated

on a Chair, Holding a Sword

Nong Ya Sai District City Pillar Shrine, Nong Ya Sai District,

Suphanburi Province

Two Stone Figures of Four-Armed Vishnu Wearing

Cylindrical Crowns
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Figure 3 The City Pillar Deity Statue of Suphanburi, Regilded in 2012

(Source: Suphan Buri Provincial History and Archaeology Club, 2023a, 2023b)
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Figure 5 A Replica of the Deity Statue of Chao Pho Phaya Chak
(Source: Amulets of U Thong, 2021a, 2021b)
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Figure 6 The Deity Statue of Chao Pho Chaknarai, Revered as ‘Jia Peng Te Gong’
(Fa ASTEZY), Serving as the City Guardian Deity

(Source: Ninsa-nguandecha, 2023c)
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Figure 7 City Pillar Deity in the Form of a Carved Wooden Plaque, Housing the Spirit of the Deity Pung Tao Gong
Shrine of Chao Pho Thung Khae, Kao Hong Market, Suphan Buri Province
(Source: Ninsa-nguandecha, 2025d)
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