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ABSTRACT

Recently, in environmental ethics, there has been the important
debate concerning with the utilization of natural resources where the
growing serious concern over them utilized by contemporary people
was also expressed as it is more likely brought about the rapid
destruction than the preservation. If the growing trend, once
compared with the previous years, is gradually increased to the higher
level as such, then we can have the reason to conclude that in the next
few years most of the world will unavoidably face with the severe
degradation of natural resources. At that point, the future people as
the members of human race will encounter with the deteriorating
problem of natural resources too. In this regard, a question is asked
that: Do the future people have the rights to the natural resources we
are utilizing now? If they do, then it means that we have to be careful
while using them so that it will not affect or violates the rights of future
people. In answering this question, on the one hand, some ethicists
argue that they do not haverights to the natural resources we are using
now because they do not arrive at here yet and since they are not here,
then there are no any actions and thereby claiming the rights over the
natural resources is not valid accordingly, on the other hand, some
argue that they do have the rights over the natural resources due to
some actions-initiated despite of the absence of the future people. In
this paper, | argue that the future people do have the rights over the
natural resources we are utilizing now because some human natures
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