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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to achieve three main objectives: 1)
to investigate the problems arising from the increase of floating
population in the Rangsit University area, 2) to study the
impacts of the floating population on the administration and
management of Rangsit City Municipality, and 3) to explore
potential solutions to various problems resulting from the
influx of floating students at Rangsit University. This qualitative
research employed an in-depth interview methodology,
collecting data from a purposive sample of 15 individuals. The
sample consisted of 10 community leaders from Muang Ek
Village and 5 administrators from Rangsit University.

The findings reveal that the growth of the floating
population, predominantly Rangsit University students, has led
to severe challenges in fundamental public utilities within
Muang Ek Village. Key issues include overflowing waste bins,
insufficient water pressure, power outages/fluctuations, and
congestion in public transportation systems. Furthermore, this
phenomenon significantly impacts the administration and
management of Rangsit City Municipality. The municipality
faces an increased workload that disproportionately exceeds
its allocated budget and personnel, which are primarily based
on inaccurate registered population data. This discrepancy
compromises the efficiency of public service planning and
delivery. The municipality also grapples with challenges in local
revenue collection, along with broader issues related to
infrastructure and environmental degradation, such as
damaged roads and wastewater management.
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Based on the identified problems and impacts, the
research proposes an integrated approach to problem-solving,
emphasizing multi-sector collaboration. Rangsit City
Municipality should implement policies to integrate actual
population databases for more accurate budget allocation and
adopt a collaborative management and burden-sharing policy
with Rangsit University and dormitory operators. Concurrently,
it is crucial to invest in expanding and upgrading basic utility
infrastructure, promoting waste separation, and encouraging
energy conservation among students. Rangsit University, in
turn, should play a proactive role in incentivizing students to
formally register their residency in the area to reflect the true
population numbers, alongside fostering a sense of social and
environmental responsibility within the community.
Implementing these recommendations will mitigate impacts,
reduce the municipality's burden, and sustainably enhance the
guality of life for both permanent residents and the floating
population in the area.
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