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ABSTRACT

This research article aims to (1) to examine the concept
of falsely claiming superhuman attainments
(uttarimanussadhamma) in the Vinaya Pitaka; (2) to study
Thai legal principles concerning the offense of fraud against
the public; and (3) to propose comparative adjudicative
guidelines between the offense of falsely claiming
superhuman attainments under the Vinaya Pitaka and the
offense of fraud under Thai law. This research employs a
qualitative documentary research methodology. Data were
collected from the Tipitaka, commentaries, the Thai Penal
Code, and relevant academic literature. The data were
analyzed and synthesized using content analysis and
presented through descriptive writing.

The findings reveal that falsely claiming superhuman
attainments refers to asserting spiritual achievements beyond
ordinary human states such as jhana, vimokkha, samadhi,
samapatti, knowledge and insight (fianadassana), realization
of the path and fruit, eradication of defilements, mental
liberation, and delight in seclusion without having actually
attained them. The origin of this rule is traced to a case in
which monks residing near the Vaggumuda River, during a
period of famine, falsely claimed spiritual attainments to
inspire laypeople’s faith. Upon learning of this, the Buddha
reprimanded them and promulgated the fourth Parajika rule,
stipulating that any monk who falsely claims superhuman
attainments is immediately defeated and expelled from the
monkhood. Under Thai law, the offense of fraud is prescribed
in Section 341 of the Penal Code, which provides that any
person who dishonestly deceives another by false
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representation or concealment of facts and thereby obtains
property shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 3 years, or a fine not exceeding 60,000 baht, or
both. In aggravated circumstances under Section 342 (3), the
penalty may extend to imprisonment not exceeding 5 years,
or a fine not exceeding 100,000 baht, or both. The comparative
analysis is structured into 4 dimensions: (1) legal status and
doctrinal foundations; (2) criteria for determining liability;
(3) sanctions and penalties; and (4) integrative remedial
measures. The study proposes cooperative mechanisms
between the Sangha and state authorities, including the
appointment of Vinayadhara experts proficient in both
ecclesiastical discipline and secular law to adjudicate such
cases. The research culminates in the development of the “CT
Model,” a systematic framework for comparative legal-
religious analysis and adjudication.
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