Journal of Dhamma for Life, Volume 32 Issue 4 (October-December 2026)

136

2358135 33UNDTIR

JOURNAL OF DHAMMA FOR LIFE
ISSN: 2822-048X

NsAssssuiiatin
Journal of Dhamma for Life

https://s008.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/dhammalife/index

Academic Article

Conceptual Framework for Democratic Education Based on
Buddhist Principles to Develop Quality Citizens

nsauLulfanN1sAnuIUszEsUlnenuvanwsznnsAaun

iaWAUIWALHTRIAMAN

Phrakhru Phichitthammapakhun?, Supot Pimprasan?’, Benyapha Permboon3,

& Chakkrit Klumya*

WeeAgNAnIsITuUAM’, gwatl Nuuseans?, Wy wWinyey®, & nsngeal nguen’

ARTICLE INFO

Name of Author &
Corresponding Author: *

1. Phrakhru Phichitthammapakhun
WizAFHNINTSITUUAM
Nakhonratchasima Buddhist College,

Mahamakut Buddhist University, Thailand.

ANYINYANFUANERTUATINTEL UMY
UNUNYTVINGTY
Email: jakkrid.put@mbu.ac.th

2. Supot pimprasan*
gnail Auuseans
Nakhonratchasima Buddhist College,

Mahamakut Buddhist University, Thailand.

ANYINYANFUANERTUATINTEL WIS Y
UNUNYTYVINEFY
Email: supot.pimprasan@gmail.com

3. Benyapha Permboon
WYINN WANYRY
Nakhonratchasima Buddhist College,

Mahamakut Buddhist University, Thailand.

ANYINYANFUANERTUATINTEL WIS Y
UNNYIIINGIRY
Email: Benyapha.per@mbu.ac.th

4. Chakkrit Klumya
Insngual nguen
Nakhonratchasima Buddhist College,

Mahamakut Buddhist University, Thailand.

ANeduAmEUAARSUATIIVENN UnTINedY
UMNNYIIING Y
Email: Chakkrit0001@gmail.com

Aefey:

Uszansuleeg, NIFNNFANEUT, NTFUIUNTIANT
Feuiiszeidulay, nafannudnuag
nawlosrmunm

Keywords:

Democracy, Buddhism, Democratic
Learning Process, Development of Quality
Citizen Characteristics

ABSTRACT

This academic article aims to critically examine the
concept of democracy within the framework of Buddhist
principles through a qualitative documentary analysis. The
study synthesizes and interprets primary sources from the
Tipitaka, relevant commentaries, and contemporary scholarly
works in political science and Buddhist philosophy. The
findings indicate that Buddhism embodies normative
principles congruent with democratic values, including
freedom of thought, equality, participatory engagement,
majority decision-making, and the doctrine of dhammacracy.
These principles are systematically articulated in the Vinaya
Pitaka and the Suttanta Pitaka, most notably in the procedures
of Sanghakamma, which exemplify collective deliberation and
consensual governance. The article proposes an integrative
conceptual framework in which democratic principles, when
harmonized with Buddhist ethical foundations, generate a
robust moral and value-based orientation for educational
development. This foundation is operationalized through
democratic learning processes that emphasize active
participation, rational inquiry, and respect for pluralism. The
anticipated outcomes include the cultivation of quality
citizenship characterized by public consciousness, moral
integrity, and sustained social responsibility. The study
contributes to the discourse on value-based democratic
education by demonstrating the relevance of Buddhist
thought to contemporary civic and educational paradigms.
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