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Abstract

This study aims to explore the historical background, evolution, inherent values, and
contemporary status of Krabi Krabong, the traditional Thai art of weapon-based combat. The research
employed both documentary analysis and field study, including observation of training sessions,
performances, competitions, and interviews with practitioners and experts. The findings reveal that Krabi
Krabong originated as a martial discipline for warfare and self-defense, reflecting the courage, wisdom,
and tactical intelligence of the Thai people in ancient times. In its early form, Krabi Krabong served as a
method of combat training for battlefield preparedness, utilizing simulated weapons such as swords,
sabers, spears, staves, and shields made from rattan or animal hide. Over time, it was adapted into a form
of recreational and ceremonial performance, providing enjoyment and motivation for practitioners while
preserving its martial foundations. Consequently, Krabi Krabong evolved into a traditional sport and
performative art that symbolically reenacts ancient Thai warfare and was historically performed in royal
courts. Moreover, the study highlights the aesthetic, cultural, and moral values embedded within Krabi
Krabong. These include the cultivation of physical strength, mental discipline, respect, sportsmanship, and
ethical conduct. The practice embodies profound cultural wisdom and serves as a medium for transmitting
traditional Thai virtues and moral codes through physical training and artistic expression. In the present
day, Krabi Krabong continues to receive institutional support from governmental bodies and educational
institutions, with organized competitions at various levels. However, the study also reveals a gradual
decline in public interest and intergenerational transmission, posing a potential threat to the sustainability
of this valuable intangible cultural heritage unless systematic and enduring preservation measures are

implemented.
Keywords: Krabi Krabong; cultural wisdom; martial art
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