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The Creation of an Artificial Dance: Apsara Dance (Tae We)
Ta Muen Thom Dance to Cultural Tourism
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Abstract

“Apsara Dance (Tae We) Ta Muen Thom Dance to Cultural Tourism”
was the performing arts grown from ancient Khmer stone sculpture of Apsara
(a celestial maiden in Hindu culture) found inside Angkor Ta Muen Thom, Ta

Miang subdistrict, Phanom Dong Rak district, Surin province. Data was collected
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as the result of the literature review and field trip via the use of a survey, an
observation, and an interview. Data Triangulation was used to synthesize the
data correctness to create the choreography which integrated techniques
between the creator’s imagination and five concepts of choreography: 1) story,
2) dance pose, 3) garment, 4) music, and 5) dance pattern. To create this, the
creator had to be the one who was skillful and keen on Thai dance art. The
creative process consisted of three stages: 1) drawing an outline, 2) creating
performance, and 3) performing and evaluating audiences’ attitudes.
The result of the study indicated that dance poses in (Tae We) Apsara
Ta Muen Thom Dance were developed based on 108 Shiva’s cosmic dance
recorded in the Nataya Shastra written by Bharatamuni. These dance poses
were creatively combined both Thai classical and new dance poses blended
with harmonic rhythm. The dance paid attention to Apsara beauty and human
trust to female deity in Brahman-Hindu belief — the one who ordained
peacefulness to mankind. This dance was the creative experimental
performance, inspired by historical evidence from the folk philosopher’s vision
on Angkor Ta Muen Thom, to enhance cultural tourism. The performance
reflected the intrinsic value, belief, and respect, and faithfulness to the deity. It
was an uncut relationship that adjusted itself to the present context. Also, the
performance could be a good media for urging tourists to realize the im-

portance of historical sight-seeing.

Keyword: Choreography, Apsara, Prasat Ta Muen Thom
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