WA IUsTsNT1 TuguITIELEU
Rice Cultural Ecology in HauiSanang Watershed
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Abstract

The reduction of head watershed forests will be affected to the
natural and ecosystem diversity including the impact on the changes of the
cultural that are related. The purpose is to study the rice cultural ecology
in Huai Senang Watershed. This study used qualitative research and applied
the theory of cultural ecology of Stewart, and cultural interpretation of
Geertz. The data were collected by mixing methods research-ten key
performances were interviewed, used triangulation, and participant and non-
participant observation. The Huai Senang Watershed in Surin province is
specified at area for the study which is based on French Boas.

The results of the study were revealed as follows: Initially, the Huai
Senang Watershed in Surin province was highly managed at water resources
for farming to earn the farmer’s life. Presently, the forest area has been
reduced. The pattern of doing farming is changed but it still maintains it’s
farming cultural traditions. For example, the ritual to pay respect to the
Mother of Earth before the rice farming started; doing merit throughout the
12months tradition according to Buddhist beliefs; and the way of adaptation
to the natural environment. These could be reflected prominently in the
knowledge of resources management through faith and folk rituals. Because
of this, ecological and cultural diversities can be linked and relied on each
other. Therefore the researcher, , has been that the rice cultural ecology
and upstream conservation are important to maintain the stability of one’s
life.

Keyword: Cultural ecology, Rice cultue, Huai Senang Watershed
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