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The Magnificence of Chinese Gods Street Procession
Around the Town Center: Photographs Created
Through Symbolic Expression of Cultural Tourism
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Abstract

This article aimed to present the Chinese Gods Street
Procession around the town center during the “Yew Keng Ceremony”,
Vegetarian Festival in Phuket. The procession starts from the 2nd
to the 9th of the 9th month according to the Chinese lunar year.
Yew Keng Ceremony is originated from a visit of the Emperor Gods,
“Kiu Hong Tai Teh” which reflects the visit pattern of the King
of the Chinese monarchs in the past. The procession is held along
several roads in Phuket Old Town. With an important purpose
of carrying “Hiew Hoi” or sacred fire at Saphan Hin Cape
or at the seaside, it is considered to be the heart of Vegetarian
Festival and it is a symbolic expression like going back in time
on the memory of the Chinese ancestors who traveled afar
from the motherland to reach and live in Phuket. Along the way,
there were Chai Yiu who participated in the procession followed
by the number of people taking part in the rituals that created
a distinctive identity, especially chanting medium of the gods.
Apparently, it is a social phenomenon in the process of creating
an identity in an exciting ritual space attracting various media
and tourist groups. Photographs through symbolic expression
of cultural tourism were created to reflect the context of tourism
through visual dimensions. Those photographs representing
the meaning or visual language can increase the economy growth
through advertisement. A good “image” of the organization
via photographs can keep a history for future generations

and raise the awareness of preserving identity and ancestors’ culture
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and traditions as well as promoting cultural tourism that makes
Phuket’s Vegetarian Festival traditionally known around
the world.

Keywords: Gods Street Procession, Symbolic Expression,

Cultural tourism.
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