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Abstract

This research was a cross-sectional survey aimed at studying the level of knowledge
about substance abuse, factors influencing substance abuse-related behaviors, comparing
differences between personal characteristics and substance abuse-related behaviors, as well
as examining the relationship between knowledge about substance abuse and factors
influencing substance abuse-related behaviors among youth in Sanamchaeng sub-district,
Banmi district, Lop Buri province. The research utilized questionnaires as the research
instrument. The study population consisted of youths aged over 15 but under 18, totaling 176
individuals, with 152 completed questionnaires returned, accounting for 86.3 percent. Data
analysis employed descriptive statistics including frequencies, percentages, means, and
standard deviations. Inferential statistics such as t-test, F-test, pairwise comparison using
Scheffe's method, and Pearson's correlation coefficient were also utilized.

The results of the research revealed that the majority of young people had a fair
understanding of drugs in general (46.1%). The factors influencing drug-related behavior among
youth were found to be at a low level (L = 1.98 , O = 0.46). Moreover, the analysis of the
differences in drug-related behavior among youth classified by personal attributes revealed
that youth with different genders and highest educational levels had significant different
effects on drug use behavior at .05 level. In addition, when analyzing the relationship between
drug knowledge and factors influencing drug-related behaviors, it was found that drug
knowledge had a very low negative correlation with drug-related behaviors among youth (r =
-0.20, p-value = 0.01) and factors influencing overall behavior found that there was a low

positive correlation with drug-related behavior among youth (r = 0.35, p-value = 0.001).

Keywords: drug-related behavior among youth, drugs and youth, drugs in Sanamchaeng
Sub-district
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