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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to 1) analyse the control of tobacco product use
in educational institutions below the tertiary level, 2) study the communication formats for
advocating tobacco control in secondary schools, and 3) investigate the participatory
communication approaches for advocating tobacco control in secondary schools under The
Secondary Educational Service Area Office Lop Buri. It was a mixed-method research
combining quantitative and qualitative approaches. The sample group consisted of 321 high
school students and 19 key informants. The research methodology involved surveys,
document analysis, interviews, and group discussions. Data analysis included statistical
percentages, averages, and descriptive statistics.

The research findings indicated that, following the Tobacco Control Act of 2017, the
majority of schools had implemented tobacco control driven by their parent organizations
and related entities. This involved the implementation of guidelines for smoke-free schools
and criteria for assessing smoke-free status, aiming to meet the standards of a "Tobacco-Free
School". Moreover, the communication formats for advocating tobacco control in most
schools were aligned with the policies of their parent organizations. There was a significant
involvement of the YC student group in assisting peers, and there was coordination with public
health offices and local hospitals in the area. Recommendations for fostering participatory
communication regarding tobacco control in schools included the necessity to establish
provincial-level policies by integrating various entities. This involved developing communication
plans that could be effectively implemented and initiating the promotion of "Smoke-Free

Electronic Cigarette Schools" in line with the Ministry of Education's policies.

Keywords: Cigarettes, Non-smoking educational institution, Communication campaign,

participatory communication
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