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Abstract

This study aimed to 1) examine the patterns of utilization of community-level herbal
plants in Chanthaburi Province, 2) analyze the market potential of these herbal plants, and 3)
analyze the marketing of community-level herbal products in Chanthaburi Province. A mixed-
methods research approach was employed, combining documentary analysis with in-depth
interviews involving members of community enterprises, local entrepreneurs, and enterprise
committee members. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, SWOT analysis, the TOWS
matrix, and the application of Value Chain Theory.

The findings revealed that community enterprises in Chanthaburi Province had
identified 160 species of herbal plants. Of these, 59.37% had not yet been utilized, while the
remainder were used for household consumption and commercial purposes. The herbal plant
market demonstrated significant potential for development. Key strengths included the
diversity of local herbal plants and strong community collaboration, while major obstacles
included the lack of product standardization and inconsistent government support. Value
chain analysis indicated that the production and marketing of herbal products were still in
their early stages, with opportunities for value-added enhancement and income generation if
systematic support was provided. The study underscored the importance of managing
community-level herbal resources to promote sustainable grassroots economic development,

with a focus on product development, market expansion, and alignment with government

policy.
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