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Abstract

This research analyzes the process of constructing the imagination of Catholic citizenship in Thai
society under the Thainess definition of “being Buddhist is being Thai”. This became a major problem in
Thai society as the Catholics were seen as non-Thai citizens. The research found that in the early stages
of the transformation although the Catholics were already legal citizens in Thailand they were not socially
accepted. More importantly, during Field Marshal Pibulsonggram’s regime, Christianity was persecuted
severely. However, the occurrence of the Second Vatican Reformation had boosted the successful
transformation of constructing the Catholic citizenship and contributed to Catholics adapting themselves in
Thai society. These adjustments occurred through reducing the sense of alienation (the Westernness) and
adding more “Thainess” to the Christian community in Thailand by implementing Catholicism=Thainess
cultural blending, adapting both languages in prayers by Catholic priests, and establishing virtuous

relations between Christianity and the Thai monarchy.
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"King Phetracha took over the throne from King Narai and persecuted Christians by claiming to protect Buddhism which was the

mainstream religion in Thailand. He also indicated that due to the close relationship between Christianity and King Narai, Christianity

came to dominate the politics in Thailand. Read more at Seri Phongphit. Catholic kab sangkomthai: Si sattawat haeng

kunkah lae botrian. pages 65-85
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’The concept of St. Augustine, stating that baptism is the only way to salvation in the next world. This conception has evolved into

the civic religion of the pre-Vatican II.

%Imagination community by Benedict Anderson, translated by Charnvit Kasetsiri, refers to an imaginary community that people create

the imaginary action or awareness perception of the same group which is the beginning of the concept of nationalism.
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°A spy sent by France to Thailand during the Indochina War
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’Sacrifice their lives in order to preserve the religious beliefs of Catholics during the Indochina War.
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®God is watching us whatever the religion we are. This is the extending of God in the sense that he can be reached and be

able to take care all human beings in this world, even people who do not have any respect for him.
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(Redemptorist center introduction book 2015)
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