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Abstract

The politics of the Vietnamese elite is the politics in Communist Party of
Vietnam that has been relying on two kinds of legitimacy that have sustained
the elites’ power since the country’s independence in year 1945. First, the
ideological legitimacy is based on the struggle of liberating the country from
French colonialism and to transform political platform into authoritarianism
under Communist Party. Second, the legitimacy as a result of the economic
success after the year 1986 Doi Moi economic reform, which transformed
Vietnam from a planned economy to a socialist-oriented market economy,
which has been allowing Vietnamese people to have the opportunity to
accumulate wealth. This article draws on Samuel Huntington's idea that
success in economic development leads to democracy because the wealthy
tend to be politically pressured groups to demand change in order for the
State to meet its needs and thus accumulate wealth smoother. This article,
however, argues that even though the economic success will create a new
class in Vietnam, this social force has shown no challenge to the Communist
Party’s political leadership because they all depend on the power structures,

policies and connections in the state apparatus and the Communist Party to

% This article is an update from research on the project. “Elite and Labor: Composition, Structure and

Dynamics in a Transition Era” funded by The Thailand Research Fund. The authors use the criteria for

transliteration of Vietnamese in Thai according to the Hanoi accent and the Royal Institute version. which

in many cases may make the pronunciation different from what people are familiar with or different from

the native speaker who speaks in many different accents.
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uplift their status. In other words, the centralization of the Communist Party's
power was not an obstacle for them to do business and accumulate wealth.
On the other hand, their business success had greatly contributed to the
Communist Party's performance legitimacy, enabling the Communist Party to
remain in power. The challenges to the power of the Communist Party of
Vietnam today is a group of people who have been abandoned or missed the
opportunity to use the party and state power structures to satisfy their own
needs. In addition, they did not receive any benefit from the development
but in many cases, they were affected by many government projects. These
groups have relied on social media to express grievant and claim their rights.
This led the Communist Party finding ways to counter, limit and eventually
eliminate. This article is based on research on the elite and labor force in
Southeast Asia, which studies and explores mainly on Vietnam's elite politics
from government documents, reports of private organizations, books,

periodicals and media reports.

Keywords: Communist Party, Centralized democracy, Collective leadership,

New class, Internet, Challenges
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