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Strategy: Hedging strategic through Indirect Balancing

Perspective
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Abstract

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe justified Japan’s adoption of the right to collective
self-defense (CSD) by citing escalating threats surrounding the country—from
North Korea’s missile program and territorial disputes to China’s growing
influence, which could potentially replace the U.S. hegemony in the region. If the
status quo were to shift, Japan—bound by its pacifist constitution—would be
unable to stand alone. This article examines the dynamics of the shift to embrace
Japan’s right to collective self-defense during Shinzo Abe’s tenure through the
lens of a hedging strategy. It aims to answer the question: How has Japan utilized
collective self-defense within its Indo-Pacific strategy? The article argues that CSD
has supported Japan’s role as a proactive contributor to peace on the global
stage. It has enabled Japan to strengthen security relations with like-minded states
beyond the United States. This includes the provision of defense equipment as a
form of strategic support. Such actions represent a form of hedging through
indirect balancing, allowing Japan to maintain pragmatic relations with China. At
the same time, it reflects a dual hedging strategy to reduce dependence on the

United States and to take on a more proactive role.

Keywords: Right of Collective Self-Defense, Hedging, Indo-Pacific,

Indirect-Balancing, Proactive Contribution to Peace
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