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Node: A Network Unit for Social Development in Thailand from the Perspective of Actor-

Network Theory***

Somphong Chitradub®
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Abstract

This article examines the origin of the concept of ‘node’ and its use as a network unit for
social development. Aspects discussed include (1) its roles and working models, (2) its
characteristics comprising knowledge, skills, and attitudes required in social work, and (3) the
relationship of node to social work from the perspective of Actor-Network Theory. The results of
the analysis of the work of the Children and Youth Development Research Unit are as follows.
Firstly, nodes perform the role of social change agents who are able to collaborate with several
social organizations in the public, private, and non-governmental sectors. Secondly, nodes need
to have broad and in-depth knowledge on specific issues, communicative skills to create
participatory vibes, and the ideology of working to promote human rights and peace. Lastly,
nodes generate cross-organizational interactions through social development work in terms of
semiotic relationality in Actor-Network Theory. Furthermore, they can weave and expand related
networks in horizontally and thereby promote positive changes in individuals, local areas, and the

social structure.
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