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International Dimension of Myanmar's Political and Economic Reforms (2007-2015)**

M.L. Pinitbhand Paribatra*
Abstract

This research paper examines the international dimension of Myanmar's political and
economic reforms. The areas of the research interests include foreign direct investment and
economic infrastructure development, democratic governance, and peace process and
reconciliation from 2007 to 2015, during which external actors have been extensively involved in the
reform processes of Myanmar. In reference to the study of democratization and democratic
consolidation, the research asks: How have the international context and external actors, namely
foreign governments, agencies, and international organizations, played roles in; and to what extent
have they been influential in the process of Myanmar’s democratization.

The research finds that Myanmar’'s democratic transition has remained a military-driven
process. Despite the series of unprecedented reforms, Myanmar's democratization and its path
toward democratic consolidation continue to be contingent on, if not the outcome of, the willingness
and perseverance of the elected governments, the military, and the relationship between them. Roles
of external actors in promoting Myanmar’s democratization are therefore limited. However, the
research finds that, in parallel, external actors are able to play supportive roles in Myanmar’s process
of political and economic reforms contributing to democratization in the long run, especially in terms
of domestic institutional and local development.
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