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Green Criminology and Wildlife Trafficking in Thailand**

Nanrapat Chaiakaraphong®

Abstract

Green Criminology is a concept developed by Michael Lynch in 1997. At that time the
natural environment and resources in the world were being threatened heavily by humans.
Green Criminology sought to assess the harm caused by environmental offences so as to
come up with solutions for humans, wild animals, the environment and the ecosystem.
Importantly, wildlife trafficking in Thailand has become a crime that damages the country. So,
this study aimed to investigate whether Green Criminology could be applied to explain the
wildlife trafficking situation in Thailand, and how? Documentary research and in-depth
interviews of key informants who were involved in the prevention and suppression of wildlife
trafficking were conducted. It was found that Green Criminology could explain the situation of
wildlife trafficking in Thailand. Wildlife trafficking in Thailand has caused huge damage in
three main dimensions of the weighing up harm approach in Green Criminology. These were

humans and society, wildlife, the environment and the ecosystem.
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