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International Development (USAID)**

Tinnaphop Sinsomboonthong*

Abstract

This article aims to question and challenge the discourse of universality of “gender
mainstreaming”, which is a key development practice and policy that the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) instrumentalizes to promote gender equality. By applying
“intersectionality” theory, this article aims to indicate that such discourse is not universal due to three
reasons: (1) focusing on “gender” alone might not be sufficient to understand gender inequality in each
society, as it cannot be fully separated from other social attributes; (2) “gender”, which is a fundamental
basis to such discourse, lacks unity: and (3) gender is not a universal attribute. Therefore,
intersectionality should be integrated into USAID’s gender mainstreaming in order to transform it into

intersectional gender mainstreaming.
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