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From the Origins of Democracy to the Paradox of Liberal Democracy: A Journey of

‘Democracy’ in the West**
Akekalak Chaiyapumee*
Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to rewrite the history of the use of the word
DEMOCRACY in the Western world since antiquity by explaining and categorizing the debates
and controversies on how Democracy was constructed and construed in each period in order to
capture the conceptual changes engendered by the uses and abuses of the word Democracy
during its journey to the present time. The main argument of this article is that the term
‘Democracy’ had been politically exploited as a device for making approval and disapproval by
its proponents and opponents during the Archaic and Classical period. The advent of the
Philosophers and the anti-democracy tradition had turned the tide of classical perception against
the word ‘Democracy’ by classifying it as one of the perverted constitutions. Although this
Aristotelian perception prevailed during the Middle Ages, the revolutionary events that occurred
on both sides of the Atlantic during the 18" century had gradually changed the meaning of the
word ‘Democracy’ to the positive sense of Representative Democracy. It finally gained common
currency in the middle of the 19" century, and proclaimed its victory after the World Wars, paving
the way for it to become “the only game in town”. This has engendered paradox and dilemma

within the liberal democracy itself.
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"Letter from Alexander Hamilton to Gouveuneur Morris dated 19 May 1777 “But a representative
democracy, where the right of election is well secured and regulated, and the exercise of the legislative,
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