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Abstract

This research analyzes the role of the U.S. as an empire in Southeast Asia during the Obama
administration. Debating with the concept of unipolar, multipolar, and empire, the research proposes
the concept of “reflexive empire” to examine the continuity and change of American empire in
Southeast Asia. Drawing on U.S. government reports, presidential speeches and speeches by
officials of both Bush and Obama administrations, newspaper articles, and secondary literature on
U.S. foreign policy and Pivot to Asia, | argue that Obama'’s Pivot to Asia is the U.S. security, economic,
and cultural strategies aiming at rebalancing against China’s rising power and at re-centering the
U.S. as the power in the region, reflecting the continuation of American empire in the form of reflexive
empire. Accepting a world of many rising powers, reflexive empire is ready to lead and cooperate
with other countries through the use of “smart power” to create networks, rules and institutions under

American leadership.
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wazpNSanefiruANuasluninialataniziu ASEAN Avasaliiiusiall (Fukushima et al.

2014)
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Uszmausnivinguiis (The White House 2016)
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Anchorage (LPD 23) G918 ﬂiuiaﬁmwmifuqqLmzﬁumm‘?ﬂmwmm@ﬁLﬁﬂ‘uw’é@u (Thayer
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