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The State of Thai Foreign Policy Studies: A Brief Survey™*
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Abstract

Studies of Thai foreign policy rely mainly on the sources approach, which aims to construct
causal relationships between various factors and foreign policy in general or in specific cases.
Another approach used is the decision and decision-making one. This tries to open the black
box in the policy-making process to identify the available choices of state action and then how
and why the decision-maker(s) came up with the specific decision(s). However, approaches
from political psychology, especially the cognitive approach, rarely have been applied in Thai
foreign policy studies, even if these stand to aid understanding of how leaders’/policy-makers’
beliefs and worldviews affect foreign policy. Therefore, studying foreign policy from different
perspectives and approaches would broaden and strengthen the body of knowledge in the

study of Thai foreign policy.
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