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Slavoj Zizek vs Graham Harman: Debate in contemporary philosophy
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Abstract

This article examines the debate in politics and philosophy between two philosophers,
namely Slavoj Zizek and Graham Harman. The arguments on politics and philosophy laid out by the
two thinkers show a critical dialogue between one who emphasizes human action and the other
who is more post-humanist. Such a debate is not one of disagreement between the Right and the
Left in politics. Rather, it shows a deconstruction of humans as the central agency and concurrently
the emergence of non-human actors participating in creating exciting as well as groundbreaking
movements on earth. Therefore, this article considers that the debate opens up and prompts a
rethinking of many significant concepts in the social sciences and contemporary philosophy such
as reality, materialism, the transcendental, truth, New Realism (Speculative Realism), for instance.
Zizek’s main responses to these concepts are rooted in Lacanian psychoanalysis. Meanwhile,
Harman'’s key answers to the puzzle are influenced by Bruno Latour’s ‘Actant’, Alfred North

Whitehead'’s ‘Prehension’, and Manuel DelLanda’s ‘Flat Ontology’.
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