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Participation in Non-Participatory Processes?: Perspectives
on Water Management after the 2011 Great Flood**
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Abstract

Water governance reform in Thailand since the 2011 Great Flood, aimed at reducing disaster
risks and making production sectors secure, has upset the power balance in policy making and
implementation at all levels, national to local levels. This article reviews progress in and challenges
to water management in Thailand in terms of participatory water governance framework. The findings
indicate that currently management of water is to prioritise livelihood through the use of flood retention
basins and the informatics-based community water management project. However, such actions have
not really led to a ‘collaborative turn’. Changing the centre of power in water management towards an
intensively state bureaucratic regime has resulted in livelihood uncertainties for rural people. The current
regime also has not given sufficient opportunities to the political sector, civil society, local communities,
and other sectors to participate in policy making, and thus has not facilitated knowledge, integration
and definition of collective rights in water management. Negotiation in the water governance regime

must be ongoing to meet the actual needs of society.
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