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Online Echo Chamber and First-Time Voters in the 2019
Thai General Election****

Pirongrong Ramosoota*
Pimonpan Chainan**

*kk

Viroj Suttisima

Abstract

The research objectives are as follows: 1) to explore echo chamber effects on first-time voters’
online political communication during the 2019 General Election, 2) to study the relationship between
online echo chamber and political attitudes, and 3) analyze contributory factors to the phenomenon
of echo chambers. Mixed methods are employed. The findings are that certain ideas and sets of
information have been reinforced and disseminated widely through reproduction and support
in polarized groups. Some methods vyield findings suggesting the “filter bubbles” phenomenon or
algorithmic filtering based on user preferences. Furthermore, the presence of echo chamber condition
is found to have statistically significant relationship to users’ political attitudes, resulting in the creation
of “thought landscape” surrounding each individual. These elements together with the technological
factors and social group formation have direct bearings on the creation of “terrains of thoughts”
which is a pre-condition for echo chamber phenomenon. In addition, the following factors arfound to
directly contribute to the formation of echo chambers: 1) the algorithmic filtering which creates the
filter bubbles, 2) users’ exposure to political news and information, 3) political attitudes and the related

political context, and 4) social networks and political participation as manifested in social media.

Keywords: echo chamber, filter bubbles, social media, political participation, first-time voters,
big data, 2019 Thai General Election
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Abstract

This research study on “A Guideline for Improving Efficiency in Enforcing the Anti-Participation
in Transnational Organized Crimes Act B.E. 2556” has three objectives. First, to study measures
for enforcing laws against transnational organized crimes in countries other than Thailand. Second,
to assess the operations, impacts and difficulties in enforcing the Thai Act. Third, to make
recommendations for increasing efficiency in enforcing the Act. The research used both quantitative
and qualitative methods. It was found that enforcement of the Act had been efficient to a certain
degree. The Act had been used as an instrument to prevent and suppress such crimes that caused
great economic damage even though used on only a few cases as compared to the large number
of transnational organized crimes. Moreover, the enforcement of the Act met legislative intent by
convicting wrongdoers to long-term prison sentences. Recommendations are that policy emphasis
on implementation of this Act is imperative. A manual should be produced for use in training
practitioners involved in enforcement. Moreover, a central body should be set up to screen cases

related to transnational organized crimes.
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Institutional Analysis of Flood Early Warning System in
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are as follows: 1) to review the context of and the concepts
on early warning systems 2) to examine the management of early warning systems of Thailand in the
flooding situation caused by Pabuk tropical storm of 2019 in Nakhon Si Thammarat Province 3) to offer
policy recommendations for enhancing the capacity of institutional mechanism of early warning
systems to be consistent with the global standard. The research involved a mix of methodologies,
namely, social network analysis, in-depth interviews and questionnaire survey. The research findings
are 1) Although Thailand has several government agencies working on early warning systems with full
legislative authorization, only the central authority has met the global criteria for early warning systems.
2) The flooding event revealed a hybrid topology network that mixes a partial mesh network with multiple
incomplete networks. This indicates that: 2.1) there was a lack of specification of national early warning
system policy, resulting in low interaction among network members; 2.2) network members failed to
perform activities specific to early warning sufficiently to engender interaction, thus resulting in a lack
of consistency; and 2.3) Community networks did not consistently and systematically connect up with
the national early warning mechanism. 3) Thus, this study recommends that Thailand should develop
a strategy of national early warning system that focuses on the determining setting up of formal and
consistent power relations among central, regional, and local authorities. Furthermore, a unified
framework for monitoring, evaluating, and budgeting of disaster early warnings system should be
established throughout Thailand, as well as specifying mechanism preparedness for in local early

warning operations according to a standard handbook.
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Participation in Non-Participatory Processes?: Perspectives
on Water Management after the 2011 Great Flood**
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Abstract

Water governance reform in Thailand since the 2011 Great Flood, aimed at reducing disaster
risks and making production sectors secure, has upset the power balance in policy making and
implementation at all levels, national to local levels. This article reviews progress in and challenges
to water management in Thailand in terms of participatory water governance framework. The findings
indicate that currently management of water is to prioritise livelihood through the use of flood retention
basins and the informatics-based community water management project. However, such actions have
not really led to a ‘collaborative turn’. Changing the centre of power in water management towards an
intensively state bureaucratic regime has resulted in livelihood uncertainties for rural people. The current
regime also has not given sufficient opportunities to the political sector, civil society, local communities,
and other sectors to participate in policy making, and thus has not facilitated knowledge, integration
and definition of collective rights in water management. Negotiation in the water governance regime

must be ongoing to meet the actual needs of society.
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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to 1) to study the disaster management level under the
National Preparedness Strategy (2017-2021) and 2) to propose guidelines for disaster management
development under the National Preparedness Strategy (2017-2021). The study used quantitative
research in administering a questionnaire to a sample totaling 304 persons in 3 categories 1) 104
personnel of local administrative organizations, including: the Chief Administrator of the Local
Municipality and Administrative Organization, disaster prevention and mitigation officers and public
health and environment officers, 2) 60 personnel, including the Director of Health Promoting Hospital
and nursing and public health professional, 3) 140 community representatives. The data was analyzed

by using descriptive statistics.

The findings indicated that 1) overall, the level of disaster management under the National
Preparedness Strategy (2017-2021) was very high (X =4.06, S.D. = 0.52). Of the various of its aspects,
the highest score was in the development of potentials of the preparedness system (X =4.15, S.D. = 0.54)
followed in descending order by the promotion of cooperation in preparedness (X = 4.06, S.D. = 0.60),
the management of the integrated plan (X = 4.02, S.D. = 0.66) and the capacity building all sectors
at (X = 3.89, S.D. = 0.43), 2) the disaster management development guidelines under the National
Preparedness Strategy (2017-2021) included the capacity building of all sectors, consisting of

building the potentials of local government organizations, of personnel in sub-district health

promoting hospitals, of communities, of village health volunteers and of the people.
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Abstract

Since herindependence in 1947, India has always faced security challenges. Among all these,
various forms of insurgencies in or related to Kashmir, Punjab, North-East and Naxalites are the largest
threats undermining India’s national security. This paper serves to answer the research question: what
are India’s counterinsurgency approaches in relation to Kashmir? This paper also argues that (1) the
Kashmir issue is essentially shaped by external factors which makes it complex for India to solve, and
(2) India’s counterinsurgency approaches in Kashmir are a combination in line with both traditional
and human security frameworks, different from the academic perception which tends to completely
separate the two frameworks from each other. This paper is divided into three parts. The first part
delineates the development of insurgency in Kashmir. The second part explains the counterinsurgency

approaches adopted by India. The last part concludes the paper and ends with some implications.
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Abstract

The creative culture of “right-brain organization”, which utilizes the potentials of the right brain to
generate imagination lies at the heart of the creation of world-class organizational innovation such as in
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Keywords: creative culture, right-brain organization, creating innovative organization, organizational

culture management
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Creative Culture of Right Brain Organization for Creating World Class Great Innovation: A Case Study

of Wat Rong Khun, Chiang Rai Province, Thailand
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of Wat Rong Khun, Chiang Rai Province, Thailand
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